  
My name is Jonathan, Lead Pastor here, Destiny Church. So thankful that you are here today.
Man, I am excited about getting into today's message. So let's do this. Stand up to your feet. Let me read this message over here, this verse for you today. This is found from Genesis chapter , just one verse today, verse , that says this, "As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive as they are today." Father God, we thank you for today. We thank you as we study your word, that you make it alive and well, that you illuminate things to our hearts and our spirits and bring to mind how we can see ourselves through scripture and see your works, Lord, the past, the present, and the future, and how you're continually working on our behalf, Father God. We're thankful for that. In Jesus' name we pray, amen, amen. All right, you can be seated, you can be seated.

So we are continuing a series, I guess it's a series,

Called Not a Children's Story. And we're taking several weeks that we're taking apart several different children's stories. And so we just finished up the story of Jonah last week. It was five weeks, we talked about Jonah. If you missed any of it, you can always go back and looking at it. And here's the premise of the series. Maybe you're new here, or maybe you missed some of it, or you didn't hear the setup of the last one. Here's the idea. There's a lot of stories, especially some Old Testament stories, although there's definitely New Testament ones as well, that they've become a little bit like maybe too familiar. And especially if you grew up in church, or maybe you grew up in the concept of children's church, or you grew up watching Veggie Tales, or maybe you're real old school and you grew up watching Superbook, any Superbook fans out there?

  
 Wow, great, thanks for making me feel awful.

  
 Superbook's awesome, and I'm not talking about the new one. The reboot was trash. But anyways,

  
 like these stories, they become familiar. And so then even as an adult, you may start to read a story, and you're like, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, I know it. I know that story. I know that story. I know everything about that story. I've read that story before. And here's what's amazing about Scripture and about God's Word. Man, they are so deep and so profound, and we can study them and study them. But some of them became so familiar that we just pass over it. And so Jonah was the first one we did, and it's a great example. Most people are like, yeah, it's about the guy, he gets swallowed by the well, and then he gets thrown by, it's a real simple story. But they miss the depth and the complexity, and so we're not gonna rehash that. We already did it for five weeks. But we're gonna look at another story today that's really important because we're gonna start, and I don't know how many weeks it's gonna be, but we're gonna start the story of Joseph. Joseph. Oh, so you guys get excited. Okay, I was nervous. So we're starting with Joseph. But here's the thing.

  
 If I were to ask you the story of Joseph, what are the key important elements about the story of Joseph? Someone just yell one out, what's important?

  
 The code of many colors, thank you. It's like I placed you, Mandy, that was awesome. The code of many colors, that's really important. It's so important they made a Broadway play about it. You know what I'm saying? Like, it's important, I think.

  
 What else?

  
 Betrayal? Dreams. Dreams. Betrayal?

  
 What else?

  
 Brother, redemption?

  
 Prophecy fulfilled?

  
 What was that last one? Trials, mercy, yeah, okay, these are all, yeah. These are all in there.

  
 Having to run from temptress women, how about that? No one said that.

  
 That's in there. It's important. Right? So they're all in there, and these are all good. But like, often, when we really look at this story, and if you've ever read it in a children's Bible, it's like really short. And yet, it's a lot of chapters in our Bible. Like, it starts in Genesis , and it goes all the way to . And yet, the children's right, it's like, there's this kid.

  
 His dad loved him and gave him a coat,

  
 and his brothers hated him because he had this coat.

  
 So they were gonna kill him, but then they decided to sell him to slavery, and then he went to Potiphar's house, and then he went to prison, and then he got a prison, and then he was ruler of Egypt, and everyone had bread because of his coat, the ant.

  
 And you're like, what's happening right now with this story? And so there's so much into it. But here's what we gotta understand about the story of Joseph. Now, my favorite, really the only grammar and or literature teacher that I ever liked in all of school was my high school grammar literature teacher. She's no longer with us, but Mrs. Leggett, she was the best, and I loved her. And she said all the time, at the beginning of things, she would talk about how context is king, and understanding how to read something and understanding context is so important. And so the story of Joseph, the placement of it is very important. It is at the end of the book of Genesis. So it starts in chapter , and it goes to , and it's the last thing in the book of Genesis. Right after that, it starts Exodus, which is the whole story of Moses and Pharaoh and all those people. But in Genesis, we have this place. And there's a reason why it's there. And I've got a couple different examples that I wanna do just so we can kind of get our mind ready, right? So we can understand kind of where we're at. So there's two things I wanna highlight. One, I really, like I used to try to keep this quiet, but now I'm like, I don't care, I really like it. I really like going to museums and art displays and different things, like I enjoy it.

  
 And I enjoy it because I like looking at different art, I like it different perspectives. And I also even enjoy when you're there, like especially at a museum, where they've kind of curated like how they're even gonna display the art like in the different ways. And times there's a lot of thought that goes into what pieces are gonna be next to each pieces and what sculptors are gonna be next to certain things. Like it's a whole thing. And often in different displays in different places, they're setting up certain displays or certain piece of art next to another piece of art because you can look at the piece of art individually and you can see that and that's great. You can look at the second piece individually, you can see it's great, but when you see them and you're able to compare and contrast the two different styles or the two different messages or medians or whatever it may be, it can create a balance and a comparison and a thought provocation that you wouldn't have if you just saw one of them at a time, right? And so what something is set next to and the ambiance and the environment that it's placed in is really important. And in scripture, that's also true. Where this story is placed is important and it's placed in particular alongside other stories in a way in which we can see it and we're supposed to compare and contrast. And we talked a little bit about how in Jonah, how amazing the literary design of these books are and Genesis is like a masterpiece. Like the design of Genesis is absolutely incredible. The way that it's written is just, it is just, it is breathtaking. And so everything is building on it and everything is tying into it and Joseph, the story of Joseph is like the pinnacle of Genesis and it has so many different things that we're supposed to compare and contrast. And the second thing that I bring it up, it has to do with this. Like maybe some of you are real music lovers. We have any music lovers in the house, right? And there's certain, there's all sorts of genre of music lovers, you know, there's like all sorts of pop and there's, and then some of you guys like have, like you've been, your mind has been hurt and so you listen to country a lot, but that's okay, we forgive you. Like you're all right, you're accepted and loved here, it's okay. And I'm just kidding, I like some country. So I can't say that. But here's the thing,

  
 in certain styles of music especially, so like in classical or like symphony style music, it's like big pieces or also like in musicals, this is really powerful, is at the beginning of a symphony or the beginning of a musical, it will start to play like the main melody or the main theme that's gonna happen. And then throughout the rest of the symphony or throughout the rest of the musical, it's gonna use those, that same melody, that same theme and it's just gonna present it slightly differently. And it's gonna present it differently and it calls back, like you hear all the time. And those are, there's so many brilliant examples of them playing the same thing and it helps you remember different things. But there's actually one thing that I think, this particular type of music that did it better and it has done it better than maybe anyone else. And that's Star Wars.

  
 I know, any Star Wars fans in the house? Yes, thank you, yeah, me too. Big Star Wars fan here, if you can't tell because of my glasses. And so here's the thing, I'll give you one example in Star Wars, okay? And the second of the original, right, the Empire Strikes Back, were introduced to a certain song, right? Darth Vader comes on the scene and we have a song that's called the Imperial March, right? You guys have heard it. You know what the Imperial March is unless you've been living in a cave and if you haven't, you're like, but I don't know it. Sorry, I've finished you. But so, it's the, and the main theme, right, it's just a few notes, right? And it has a march but it's like the, Humming

  
 Right? And this has the, so the first time it does it, it has a whole march and there's stormtroopers and there's all this stuff happening. Now, here's the thing. They bring this up and it's like Darth Vader's almost theme music. Now, these few notes, if you become a Star Wars fan, like what started as just like, okay, it was this intro music, they had this thing and they continued it to the next thing and then they put it on the alert. At this point, it's been used in Star Wars, whether that's like the shows or the cartoons or the different movies, it's been used, that little clip, that type has been used over  times. Over  times, that note and that melody has been used because you'll be watching something and you're not sure what's going on and just with a few notes, they can let you know, hey, this is a callback to the dark side. This is a callback to something evil's happening. Like this is something to let you know, there's still something there and you need to, like you should be linking yourself back to it. Like you are wondering, is this person a good guy or a bad guy and then all of a sudden you hear in the background, Humming and you're like, oh, they're bad, bro. They're bad for sure. This one's bad. And if someone hasn't watched the movie, if they're just watching what they've seen on screen, they'd be like, how do you know that he's bad or how do you know that she's bad? It's like, didn't you hear it? They literally told you with the music. And if you didn't grow up on Star Wars, you'd probably didn't catch it. But if you grew up on it, the moment that that plays, like even in these new shows, like I've been watching the new shows, I like it, there'll be these things, you're like, oh, what happens? And this little small, just a couple notes and instantly you know, oh yeah, something bad's about to happen.

  
 And it's exciting. Now, biblical literature and the way that these hyperlinks work is basically a verb or a written version of this exact thing. And Joseph is the pinnacle because in Genesis one, at the beginning, we start the melody. And it starts this melody and it starts this idea from the very beginning. And then throughout all of Genesis, it begins to continue to develop this melody, to play it in different styles, to play it a little differently, and at different sections, to give it a slight different twist. So that by the time we get to the story of Joseph, which is the pinnacle of all these melodies, it is constantly playing and riffing on all these things. And at every page and in every interaction, we should be hearing these things to say, oh my gosh, that's going back to the garden. Because every character is, oh my gosh, that's going back to Cain and Abel. That's going back to Adam and Eve. Oh my gosh, that's Noah. That's his three sons. That's Lamech and the violence that he did. We should be constantly reading the story and seeing all these callbacks, callbacks, callbacks, callbacks, because the melody is playing. And as we're reading it, we've read through this thing and it's like, oh man, here we are. I'm hearing it, I'm hearing it, I'm hearing it. Because the story of Joseph, this is a spoiler, right? And we'll get there today. But Joseph is the entire pattern of what the entire rest of the Old Testament is going to be talking about, which is the need for a Messianic Savior, for a chosen Savior to come and say, which is who Jesus is. This is the picture. And we've had little glimpses, we've had little things, but this is a picture of a life in which we'll see elevated to a place where we are seeing a person who partners with God and who lays down their life can offer to create something new. And so, just real quick, just so we can have some setup. Because if I had time, or if we were going through a class and you're like, hey, this is a class on Joseph, you'd be like, great. Like the first six weeks of our class of Joseph, we would just be going through Genesis  through . We wouldn't even get to Joseph until six weeks in. Why? Because we want to make sure we hear the melodies. So while we're reading, we'll do it. But I don't have time to read  chapters of Genesis today to you. And if Jonah taught me anything,

  
 I can't assign you to read  chapters of Genesis. Because my little heart can't take it when I say, who read  chapters of Genesis last week? And two people raised their hands. I'm not doing it. But if you want to earn gold stars, you can read the first  chapters of Genesis and this will get you going. Because, and read it slowly. Read it slowly in light of everything. But here's just like some major arcs because there's this pattern that keeps happening, okay? There's this pattern that keeps happening over and over again. So there's these four things that keep happening. Creation and blessing, test folly and failure, decreation and recreation, repeat.

  
 This keeps happening both in individual stories and also in the main arc. So like for an example, God creates heaven and earth. He creates the garden. He creates Adam and Eve. He gives them blessings. Be fruitful and multiply. And we're like, yeah, this looks good. Everything's great. It should be perfect. And then there's the test.

  
 Don't eat from here.

  
 And then Eve ate from here. And then Adam ate from here. And then they both sinned. So they fail the test. And then that continues to go on to the result of like, and now they're kicked out of the garden. And then they have two sons. And one son's thing is, there's a test again. Cain is at this place where he's at the door at the outside of the garden with his brother. And Cain's offering wasn't given or accepted. And so he says, God says, sin is crouching. It wants to devour you. You're in a test, Cain. But if you resist it, you can pass the test. And Cain says, I don't care. And he kills his brother.

  
 And he moves on. And so we see this pattern. And then all of a sudden,

  
 the full earth is full of violence and destruction with the exception of Noah and his family. And so they build the arc and the whole earth is decreated. So we had creation, we had multiple tests, and then we have decreation through the act of a flood, a global flood.

  
 And then what happens? Noah lands on a high place and he plants a garden. And all of a sudden there's creation and there's blessing. And he says, be fruit. It's the same thing from just one. Be fruit, be multiplied. But then he says something a little different. Hey, I know that if I just go off of people's actions, I'm just gonna be flooding this place every so often. So I'm never gonna do that again. I'm never gonna decreate through flooding again. And so it looks good. Noah's up there. He's offering sacrifices, great. But then he gets drunk and then there's some weird stuff with his son. And then all of a sudden he gets kicked out. And then all of a sudden we're right back to it. We had creation, we had blessing, and then all of a sudden we have a test and then we have failure.

  
 And we see that through generation, after generation, after generation. And then where do we end up? We end up at this place where it says that all the people were living in this place called Babylon, and they created this great city. And they said, we're gonna build a tower all the way up to the world. And it says that they were united in thought and action. And so all of a sudden it's like, there's this good thing. We think we can do it on our own. We don't need God.

  
 We can be God's ourselves.

  
 And God said, boy, this is bad. And he's like, I already said I can't flood you. So what does he do? He doesn't decreate through flooding. He decreates through the breaking of language. And all of a sudden he scatters their language. And wouldn't you know it, people can't get along when they can't talk together. People can barely get along when they can talk together.

  
 But if you don't speak the same language, it's really hard to go along. And so all of a sudden they're scattered and they're decreated, again, not through death, violence, and destruction, but through the very act of just scattering language that says the people were scattered again. And then guess what happens? They're scattered. Who are we introducing again? Oh, Abraham, Father Abraham. And we start back over. Oh, there's a blessing. There's a thing. Oh, there's a test. He didn't really pass the test. God kind of had to say, like, I'm just gonna take this on my own. You can't do with this anymore.

  
 And we see this over and over and over again. We see this pattern happening, this creation and blessing, the test, folly, and failure, decreation, then recreation that comes out of it. And then repeat. And so Joseph's story is not in a vacuum. Joseph's story is at the tail end of so many different generations coming and entering into relationship with God and having moments of great connection and the moments of huge disappointment and thinking maybe we're gonna figure it out and then a completely failure. Like, this is where the story of Joseph happens. And Joseph, just so we remember, and we'll read this, but just so we kind of put it into the context, and then yes, we'll talk about Joseph a little bit today.

  
 Joseph, he comes from a line. We talk about this because it keeps zooming in, zooming in. So we've zoomed in onto this family of Abraham. And Abraham, his wife Sarah, they can't get pregnant. And then he ends up sleeping with his wife's maidservant. He has a son named Ishmael, but they send him out. That's not the promised one. So finally Abraham has Isaac.

  
 Isaac's got a great story. God asked to offer him on the mountaintop. God spares his life. So Abraham has Isaac. Isaac has two sons, Jacob and Esau. They were twins. The younger one ends up getting the blessing, partly because he was a deceiver, partly because that was God's plan. So Isaac has the son Jacob, but Esau is also this mighty man who has his own thing. Jacob has a crazy story in which he accidentally marries two women. That's a whole nother story.

  
 He ends up coming back. God's blessed them. He's got a very interesting relationship with God. He's constantly deceiving people.

  
 Jacob is a deceiver. From the very beginning he was a deceiver. He always was trying to deceive and cheat and think, and that's like the very person who he is. And he comes through and he wrestles with God and has all these moments. But Jacob, he ends up having  kids.  kids.

  
 And Joseph is the child of his favorite wife. Now some people, and this is a big thing, and I've said this many, many times, some people talk about, man, all these characters in the Old Testament, there's things like slavery and there's things like multiple wives and all this kind of stuff. And the Bible never says, especially in the Old Testament, don't have multiple wives and don't do this stuff. There's no rules against it. But remember, the Bible is wisdom literature in which we're supposed to read and perceive and see how things go. And the question you can ask yourself, is there ever an example where someone has more than one wife and it goes really well for them?

  
 And the answer is no. It's awful. It's always awful. And Jacob's no example because he married two women, because he had to marry the one, this whole thing. And it's really sad because he really loved one and he really didn't love the other one. And one was really beautiful. And then the Bible says, and there was no sparkle in her eye, which I don't know what that means, but I think it was just being kind.

  
 But through a strange turn of events, the not loved one kept having children and the loved one couldn't have children.

  
 And then enters, oh, you should marry my maid servant and you should marry my maid servant. And now there's like this children thing, then finally someone does have it. And all this is just dysfunction of multiple wives and maid servants and all this stuff. So Jacob, he's fruitful. He has  sons, which looks like for the first time in this story of like, you will be fruitful and multiply. It looks like it's fruitful, but the way he got there was definitely not ideal. And it read drama and problem and family dynamics like you think your Thanksgiving's weird.

  
 Oh man, there's some wild stories in there.

  
 Wild.

  
 But Joseph is the son of the wife that Jacob loved. There was two of them, Joseph and then a younger brother, Benjamin. And so he was Jacob's favorite.

  
 Now parents, there's a lot of lessons we can learn what to do and what not to do from Jacob.

  
 One real quick one that you can see is you probably shouldn't have favorites of your kids. If you do have favorites, you probably shouldn't let all the rest of them know. It's a bad choice. It's a bad look for everybody.

  
 So this is where Joseph falls into it. And we get introduced in Genesis chapter  and up to this character Joseph. At the time when we're introduced, he's  years old.

  
 There's three main acts. Today we're just gonna kind of finish by going over an overarching idea of this story, right? We're not gonna get any of the details. That'll be later. Yeah, like right now we're just gonna hear the whole overarching story of what we see in this story of Joseph. And then our appetites will be ready and next week we'll get really into the nitty gritty and your minds are gonna be blown and I'm excited about it. But so here's where it starts off. So it starts off with a  year old Joseph. Also here's a little sign note. I always think this is funny.

  
 So we have a lot of names in ancient Hebrew that start with Js, right? You got Joseph, Jacob, Jonah, Jesus, Joshua. Like they just, Jeroboam, like they just keep going on, right? And here's what's really funny.

  
 The Hebrew language doesn't have the J sound.

  
 It doesn't exist. So my name, Jonathan, or King Saul's son, Jonathan, it's not Jonathan. There's no J. It doesn't exist. It's kinda like Spanish. Unless you're from Columbia and that's why. It's a whole nother thing, but there's no J, okay? Which is why when I go to places and if I'm in other places and my name's Jonathan, they really, it's a struggle. Jot, jot, jot, jot, it's a whole thing. Because the J, it doesn't exist, right? And so what's really funny in all of these things, we decided at some point they decided to put this J in there but that's none of their names. Like it's like, so Joseph's name is really Joseph. Because it's like a, yeah, yeah. So it's Joseph, a Ya'qob, Yeshua, right? Like this, well, all these, now I'm not gonna do that because then I would just sound pretentious and weird and you'd be like, is this a new character I've never learned about? So we're gonna keep it. But it's, the names are really messed up. But I also say that because in a lot of the notes that I've been studying, sometimes they do put the Hebrew thing and so if all of a sudden I say some weird name and you're like, who is Yehuda? That's Judah and I just read it wrong and it's not a new character. We good? Great, thanks. Don't care if you're good or not. No, I'm just kidding. So  year old Joseph and it starts right off. It talks about he's got his brothers, he's got his dad. It immediately tells us these details of like, his dad is his son, he's his favorite.

  
 He's got multiple wives and the other kids don't get along. Joseph got this really cool coat.

  
 We'll talk more about the coat later.

  
 But he also gave bad reports about his brothers. Now this could be interpreted a lot of ways. He gives bad reports. I don't know if that means he's a tattletale. He is the youngest and everyone knows the youngest one's always tattletale. If you're younger here, you're a tattletale. If you're older, you've been tattled on by the youngest one.

  
 Like that's just a fact. And so he goes through and all of a sudden he decides he has these dreams. He has two dreams.

  
 And he has these visions of these wheat stalks bowing down to him and these stars, suddenly the stars bounce on him. And he decides to tell his brothers and to tell his dad these visions. And basically it was probably a bad move to tell them. But he told them and they didn't like him for it. And so his brothers get angry. His dad sends him to go check on his brothers. He has a very interesting chance encounter that we'll talk about probably next week. But then he ends up finding his brothers and they end up planning a real, this is wild to think that brothers could think about each other like this because the moment they see him coming, because by the way, when your brother wears a multicolored coat, it's really easy to see him from far away.

  
 And there's no question, you know, usually if there's just some brown dot on the horizon coming at you, you're like, who could that be? One of a million people. But when there's the Technicolor dream coat coming at you, you're like, I know who that idiot is.

  
 It's Yosef, he's coming.

  
 So they decide right at the bat, you know what, we should kill him. Which is crazy. But like, there's no one here, we're gonna kill him. But then this is important because this is another character that there's a couple characters are really important. Ruben, who's the firstborn, the oldest. Ruben comes up with this plan and he says, no, no, no, let's not kill him. Let's put him in this pit and hold him there and then we can maybe like sell him or do something else, right? So he has this, he's like, let's put him in this pit. And his plan was, I'm gonna put him in this pit and when my brothers leave, I'll rescue him and I'll bring him back and then he'll be fine. And it'll just be like, oh yeah, we gotcha. Little guy. But when apparently Ruben leaves and Judah, right, he ends up making a plan to counter that plan and he sees a caravan that is headed for Egypt. That's Ishmaelites. Now remember, that's just a detail and it's a fact, but what do we know about Ishmaelites?

  
 Their cousins, they're related. Remember, old father Abraham?

  
 Like Ishmael, they're related. Now have they ever met? I don't know, probably not, but maybe. But they come in there and they sell their own brother. The other ones are there. Ruben's apparently gone. They sell their own brother for  pieces of silver and they send them to Egypt.

  
 And when Ruben comes back with the intention of rescuing his brother, he's gone.

  
 And Judah, this villain, he's like, listen, if he's dead, I get nothing, but if I sell him, at least I get money.

  
 And it's like, boy, that's diabolical. So he goes through, they then have this whole big deception and this whole big theatrical thing to convince their father that Joseph's dead. They kill an animal, they put blood on the coat, they do this whole thing. This whole thing, is this his coat? Like they've got this wild coat. I was like, I don't know, is this Joseph's coat? Of course it's Joseph's coat. You know whose coat it was.

  
 I'm like, I don't know. They do this whole deception. And by the way, this is weird, but for you theater people, deception, costumes, disguises, this is all a huge part of the Joseph story. It keeps coming up over and over and over again. That this theme keeps coming up, like that something is going on here, right? So they do this, Jacob is just distraught. He sows that, he mourns, his brothers, like they try to cheer him up and he's like, I'm not getting cheered up. And then all of a sudden we get to chapter  and we're not gonna tell him much time because it seems like the narrative all of a sudden takes a really weird turn because we get this really uncomfortable story about Judah and Tamar. We've talked about it a couple of times in different stories. And you're like, why is this in the middle of the story of Joseph? It's talking about Judah and this whole weird thing and his sons and he gets tricked to thinking that his daughterinlaw is a prophet, this whole thing. Like, why is this here? And then right after chapter  and chapter , it's right back to Joseph. And you may think, boy, they got confused and accidentally got, you know, when you're making copies and the one gets in the wrong place and you're like, well, that's what happened there. Shouldn't have even been in this story. But it's very important. It's a very important piece and we'll talk about it here in a few weeks. But so all of a sudden it comes back and we see that he's in this place of deception and he's in this place of slavery. And all of a sudden, we have this whole rise. We had, he was the favorite son, then he was in a pit, then he was in slavery, and then we know he's a slave in Potiphar's house. And then all of a sudden, he's elevated in Potiphar's house and he's like, looking good. And then Potiphar's wife, he gets accused and all of a sudden, he's back down in the pit of the dungeon and he's there. And then all of a sudden, he's elevated in the prison and he's basically running the prison and everyone loves this guy. And then this is when we have another set of dreams that these two prison people have these dreams and he interprets these dreams. And he's like, just remember me when you get to Pharaoh. They forget him immediately. Great friends.

  
 And Joseph's just sitting here. And then Joseph ends up going to Pharaoh. And then Joseph's in terms of dreams. And then all of a sudden, Joseph goes from being in prison to being basically the prime minister or the second in command of all of Egypt, which is the most powerful nation in the entire world. And he enacts this whole plan for the famine and he saves all these people from death and destruction. And all of a sudden, Joseph's here and that's the end of act one.

  
 And act two starts with the famine. And his family who are in Canaanite, what would be modern day Israel, they came and Jacob said, you need to go get food. He sends his brother, go get food. They come down there. They think they're just buying food to bring back. But what they don't know is that the brother that they sold in slavery is now the most powerful man other than Pharaoh himself. And they end up appearing before him and they don't recognize him. Why? Because of disguises. Oh man, what does that mean? I don't know. And we have all these things. Joseph does all these tests and all these things and it looks a little shady and we're not sure what's going on. We're gonna unpack all of that.

  
 But the long story short is he ends up keeping one of the brothers and sends the rest of them back. He trapped one.

  
 And he says, all you have to do is bring Benjamin back, your youngest brother, which is a weird request but he did it anyways. And I'll give you this one back. They go back and they tell Jacob what happens and Jacob says, no, I'm not losing Benjamin. That's the one I really love. I don't care about that one who's an Egypt. Keep him.

  
 Congregation Laughing But eventually they ran out of food again.

  
 And they have to send him. And we have this weird, another thing. Reuben, now remember, Reuben was the one who says, we shouldn't kill Joseph. Reuben all of a sudden comes to Jacob and says, I got a plan. Let me bring Benjamin with you and if I don't bring Benjamin back, you can kill both my sons.

  
 Now, I don't know if your initial reaction is that's a stupid plan because that's exactly what Jacob said. Like that's the dumbest thing I've ever heard in my life. I don't wanna kill my grandkids. Like how would that help me? Then I'd be out the son that I really love after I already lost the son that I really, really loved and now I gotta kill, like you're gonna kill your grandkids? That's the best idea you can do, Reuben? That's a stupid idea. And also as a father who says, I know what I'll do. If I don't come through, kill my kids. My kids would love that plan.

  
 Hey, if I don't follow up on this, take them. Audience Laughing Not a great idea.

  
 But then Judah chimes in.

  
 Remember, we already had this weird story of Judah. Judah chimes in, the one who sold him to slavery, the one who was like the ringleader of the awful. He shows up and he says, hey, listen, I know this is a big deal, I know this is hard. Let me go, let me take Benjamin. If I don't bring him back, you can take my life forfeit. And now he offers his life on behalf of everyone, not just his own, not just Benjamin, but the whole family, because they're gonna die of starvation.

  
 So he says, okay, they go down, they meet, there's this whole test, more stuff. And then ultimately, Joseph reveals, it's me. And I don't know if this is like the Clark Kent, like he took off the glasses and they're like, Joseph! Like, I don't know what the whole, like what was happening. Maybe he had like one of those Pharaoh hats, you know, maybe that's what was getting him.

  
 But they realize that, they celebrate, there's this whole reunion,

  
 and it's this beautiful like thing. And that's the end of Act Two. And then in Act Three, that's where we get this whole thing where Judah ends up leading the entire family from Israel down to Egypt. And they go into this land of plenty and abundance. And this plan that Joseph had enacted had made Egypt the richest empire, but also where there was plenty of food and Joseph was distributing grain and bread and all this kind of stuff. And his family comes down, they're living in abundance. And everyone's great. And Jacob ends up blessing and adopting Joseph's sons, which is a really big deal. We'll talk about that when that happens. And then both Jacob and Joseph in the rest of the story end up dying. And when Jacob dies, his bones are taken up to and buried in the burial plot where Abraham had purchased in Israel in the Promised Land, because Jacob wanted to die in the Promised Land. And Joseph, when he died, said, "Take my bones with you whenever you leave this place."

  
 And coincidentally, in Exodus, whenever the Israelites leave, they carry Joseph's bones with them. So this story. So this is this overarching arc of this story. And we don't have any details. We haven't really given it life. At best, we've maybe done a little bit of the children's Bible version of it. But there's something so profound, even in this story. So here's some key things we can take about, because I want you to be thinking about this over the next couple of weeks. And if you want to read the story or the prebuildup, it'll help you to think about these things. So there's this whole idea about the one who's elevated or the chosen one, in this case, Joseph, who's elevated and chosen, given a robe, the one the father loves, and all of a sudden, he's brought down. He's brought down to the pit. He's brought down to prison. He's brought down to slavery. And then elevated again.

  
 So this elevation, down, up. And that happens through the story. There's another thing. There's this interesting interplay between the firstborn son, the fourthborn son, that's Judah, and the thborn son, that's Joseph.

  
 Why? I don't know. We'll find out, think about it. I already talked about decisis and deception. Sons are deceiving the fathers. They're deceiving their fatherinlaw.

  
 Joseph's deceiving his brothers. It's clear that there's a family fracturing,

  
 that there's anger and betrayal and jealousy and hatred among these brothers, among the wives, among this family. It's a broken family.

  
 The family of Jacob is not a healthy family. It would probably make a really good reality TV show.

  
 But it is dysfunctional.

  
 But at the end of the story, in Genesis, in chapter , it's around verse , when Jacob is blessing people, he gives a special blessing to Judah, which is interesting because he's not the firstborn and we'll get into all that. But it ends with the promise, it says that there'll be a ruler that comes from Judah and that the scepter will never pass from his hand.

  
 And then Jacob finishes a few more blessings and things and goes from this. Now, I tell you all this story because this, like I said, this is a picture of something. Joseph's one of the few characters, definitely in Genesis, but throughout the whole Old Testament, that although I know as a man, Joseph was not perfect. But in his story, in the narrative that we read in the Bible, there's nothing in this narrative that ever shows this is where he sinned against God or sinned against man or fell short. Now people will argue, wasn't he being prideful whenever he shared those dreams with his brothers? I don't know, maybe. The narrative doesn't tell us he was prideful. Just said he shared it. His brothers hated it, his dad said he saved it in his heart.

  
 So we don't know, but some people say that, yeah, he was just being prideful. And maybe it is a takeaway, like hey, when God gives you something, you don't need to share it with everybody. And maybe definitely don't tell other people they're gonna worship you. That's probably a bad idea.

  
 Right?

  
 And then sometimes people will say, well, wasn't he a little deceptive with ever his brothers and why did he do all this tests? Listen, and we're gonna get into all that. But what I can tell you, compared to the rest of the characters in the Bible, compared to David who was a murderer and an adulteress, compared to Abraham who did all the stuff that he did, compared to so many different characters where it's explicitly said, and this was what they did that sinned against God or sinned against man, like Joseph is painted in a light in his narrative story of someone who was continually trusting in God.

  
 Continually trusting in God.

  
 And the other thing that's really interesting about his story that you notice, from the time that Joseph starts,

  
 up to this point, we've had all these interactions where God is speaking and God is showing up and God is speaking, God is sending angels and God's talking. In the story of Joseph, God never speaks.

  
 He never talks.

  
 Joseph simply lives in the light of relationship with God.

  
 And lives in the wisdom of God.

  
 And the relationship with God.

  
 But I think the best summary comes from my favorite Old Testament Bible teacher, which is Jesus.

  
 And Jesus in Luke chapter ,

  
 this is right after he had reappeared to the disciples and he was in that room and they were freaking out because he just showed up. And then we have that weird stuff where he's like, showing their hands and feet, and then he asks if he could eat some fish because they believed in seeing ghosts, but ghosts couldn't eat things. So they thought he was a ghost, so he ate something so that they'd know this guy was actually risen, not a ghost. And he's there and he said this. And verse , Jesus says, "Now he said to them, "these are my words which I spoke to you "while I was still with you, "that all things which are written about me "in the law of Moses and the prophets and the Psalms "must be fulfilled.

  
 "Then he opened their minds to understand the scripture." Now remember, the scripture, what he's talking about, he's not talking about our Bible today because they didn't have the New Testament, that wasn't written yet. So he's specifically talking about what we would have in our Old Testament of our Bible. He opened their minds to understand the scripture and he said to them, "Thus it was written

  
 "that the Christ," which the Christ is a title, like the Messiah, the elected one, the chosen one, "would suffer and rise again from the dead on the third day "and that repentance for forgiveness of sins "would be proclaimed in his name "to all the nations beginning from Jerusalem."

  
 And then that chapter continues on, but we're gonna stop there. Jesus, and maybe you catch it, maybe not. Jesus right there who's revealing, this is what the Old Testament said, the picture of what the Messiah is, and this is who I am, he literally goes and retells a mini version of the story of Joseph right here.

  
 It's about the chosen one, the elected one, the favorite one of the Father, who then undergoes suffering, rejection by his brothers, sold into slavery, put into the lowest pit, and after being put into this lowest place, is reexalted back into the place of authority and is resurrected into a new place. And as a result of him being an authority, he does not use that authority to create payback or to punish those who betrayed him or to make them do extra stuff. He, in fact, offers forgiveness that starts internally with his own family, but it says that the forgiveness and the provision spreads out to all of mankind as a result of that.

  
 And I think it's also wild that Joseph, the savior of Egypt and the savior of his people, is the one that says that through his exaltation, the thing that he gives out to everyone, the thing that he keeps talking about is that he just keeps giving out bread,

  
 that the Messiah, the chosen one, comes out giving the bread, the bread of life that comes. And so when Jesus says it's written that Christ would suffer and rise again, and then repentance and the ability for people to change their ways, you see the reason that Joseph continually tested his brothers with the whole grain and the payment and the thing, he was asking himself, he was seeing, have you changed or are you the same people who sold me into the slavery?

  
 Have you repented?

  
 Have you turned or are you the same people that got me here in the first place? And through the opportunity where he set up scenarios that were very obviously the same thing they went to, he realized they've changed. They're not the same people specifically. Judah is not the same person that sold me into slavery. This is the one who came and wept and is willing to lay down his own life for his brothers. He's not the same person because repentance and forgiveness not only creates a way back into relationship, but it changes the way we live ourselves. Soft Music And what's wild about the story of Joseph is not only was Egypt saved, not only was it family, the whole known world at that time was saved as a result of his understanding the visions that God had given and acting wisely on behalf of the king.

  
 And you see Jesus in this picture, when we see this narrative, when we really unpack it, we see in the detail, this is like the Reader's Digest version, we unpack it, we will see at every moment of every story

  
 the result of what Jesus has purchased for us on the cross.

  
 That our Messiah, our one, the one who was God's favorite, the one who was clothed in majesty and righteousness, the one who could be seen from any direction that he laid it all down and sacrificed it all

  
 so that he could walk on this earth knowing he would be betrayed, not by the enemy, but by his very own family, by his very own brothers

  
 that he would be betrayed and sold

  
 and hung on that cross and put in that grave.

  
 But yet through the resurrection that the father saw fit to do,

  
 the reexaltation of the chosen one, forgiveness of sins comes, and forgiveness of sins creates change and transformation in those people who were close to him, to those people who betrayed him, to those people who believed in him, to the people who moved forward, and it continued to spread, and it started there in Jerusalem, and then it went through all Judea, and then it went to Samaria, and then it went to all the world, that the message was spread out because the Holy Spirit continued to inspire and saying, look at the work and the reach that God's love can create. Soft Music And so much so, we read at the very beginning, after Joseph had taken Jacob

  
 and his bones to be buried, and they came back to Egypt, all of his brothers, despite that time has passed, despite that he gave them this new place to live and all this stuff, they were afraid that now that Jacob was gone, that this was the time when Joseph was gonna take his revenge on them,

  
 and that he was gonna punish them now that their dad was gone.

  
 And so they were afraid, and they went to him, and they were trying to apologize and trying to say all this kind of stuff. Again, they've already apologized. This has already happened, and it says that he wept because they thought that they were still angry, even though he already offered forgiveness,

  
 and that's where we get that incredible version, chapter , which being able to say this after the things that he went through is something amazing, but he said, "As for you, you meant evil against me,

  
 "but God meant it for good, "to bring it about that many people "should be kept alive as they are today."

  
 It's the same thing that Jesus was able to say and to think of his very own enemies, like, "You put me on that cross "with the intention of producing evil against me, "but what you meant for evil, "God meant for good, so that many people "could come and be saved as a result of that sacrifice." Soft Music

  
 And we who get to be sitting here, learning and thinking and allowing our minds these next couple weeks to be saturated by this story,

  
 we get this opportunity to realize

  
 that there are things in our own life that we will experience first and foremost, especially when we come to Christ, the result of being the chosen one, the one that God loves. And in our lives, Jesus said this, we will walk through times where we will find hardship and trials and tribulations and walk through difficult seasons and moments where we say, "What's going on?" And yet we know that just like Paul says,

  
 that if we just continue to strive on, to continue to trust on, that at the right time, he'll exalt you back to your place of glory and honor.

  
 In the thing that the enemy meant for your evil, God will turn it around for your good. And not just for your good, but so that those around you can be blessed through you.

  
 This is the very thing that we get to walk in and be. And so if we find ourselves in this place, we're like, "I kind of feel like I'm in the pit. I kind of feel like I've been sold out. I kind of feel like I've been betrayed. I feel like friends have left me. I feel like there's nothing good. Like I feel like everything around me, no matter what, I'm doing the right thing at the right time. And yet still things are not going good."

  
 You don't have to think that you are in bad company because the truth is you're in some of the greatest company that's ever existed.

  
 Joseph knows how you feel.

  
 But more importantly, Jesus knows exactly how you feel.

  
 If you look around and say, "I just don't know how it's gonna happen. I don't know I'm gonna pay for this. I don't know how this is gonna succeed. I don't know how this relationship is gonna get healed."

  
 Here's the good news.

  
 You have a savior who went before you,

  
 who had a plan, who provided a way, who saved up when you didn't know you needed to be saving.

  
 And sort of the right time, at just the right moment,

  
 he can pull you out of where you're at

  
 and exalt you to the place where you're called to be.

  
 And he will do it in a way that is so beyond what you could ever think or imagine.

  
 And so many people will be encouraged and blessed as a result. You'll look back and think, "God, I'm so glad we did it your way and not my way.

  
 I'm so glad we did it your way and not my way.

  
 My way I maybe would have avoided a little pain,

  
 but in your way, not only do I get to see the result of your love, other people are able to see your goodness and your love.

  
 And so God, I trust you."

  
 I trust you that the one who's faithful to start a work inside of me is faithful to fulfill it.

  
 And so church, we're gonna pray here in a second.

  
 But my encouragement for you, as we start to dig in, just chapter by chapter, story by story, piece by piece, detail by detail, and see things that I am sure there'll be some certain things we get into in the story of Joseph that you've never seen, that you've never realized, you've never made a connection, and I'm excited about it.

  
 It'll be a lot of fun.

  
 But most importantly, I wanna pray today,

  
 because if you're here and you say, "You know what?

  
 "I feel like I'm in this place

  
 "where I need to come out of. "I feel like I'm in this pit." Not because I made poor choices, not because of sin, not because of anything, but I feel like I look around and I just like, I don't know how I'm gonna get out of this place.

  
 I wanna pray for you today.

  
 I wanna pray for you today, because I believe that there is power and prayer, and I believe beyond that, that there's a God who can pull you straight out of that place and put you straight to a place of exaltation

  
 in a way that blows convention. No one should go from the prison to the prime minister. That's not how it should work.

  
 And yet, that's what happened for Joseph, because that's how God does things.

  
 That's who he is, the God of suddenly and exaltation.

  
 And so you may look at the situation and say, I don't foresee a way out.

  
 It's okay.

  
 We can call on the name that's above all of the names

  
 and watch him show up in a powerful way.

  
 Let's pray this morning. Father, we thank you for it today. Lord, we thank you as we continue to study your word. Lord, as we begin to think about this story of Joseph,

  
 Lord, I pray that our minds and our hearts will be open. Lord, I pray that we see this story in a new light and a new way. Lord, there's new things that continue to change us and transform us, and most importantly, to see your character and to see how good you are and to see your faithfulness in our lives, Father. And Lord, and for any person who's here today,

  
 they're here today, and they say, God, I feel like I'm in a pit.

  
 I feel like I've been betrayed.

  
 I feel like even when I'm doing the right thing, somehow I end up in the wrong place.

  
 God, I pray that as they keep their heart towards you,

  
 you will give them the peace. You will give them the comfort that at the right time, at the right moment, you will bring exaltation.

  
 That you'll raise them out of that place. Just as surely as you raise Jesus Christ from the grave, Father God, that you are the one who raises us up. And it may not be the way we see it, the way we planned it, what we thought would happen, but Lord, you would be the one who brings freedom,

  
who brings peace, who brings presence, who brings restoration, who brings healing and provision for all things, Father God.

  
 So God, we love you.

  
 We praise you, Father God.

  
 So Jesus' holy name, we pray, amen and amen. Church, can we give God some praise this morning? Come on.

  
 Congregation Applauding Well, listen, we love you. This week, you know what your homework assignment is. Just, you know what, just read the whole book of Genesis. You won't regret it. It's so good. All right, hey, I love you. You're dismissed. Have a great rest of your Sunday.

  
