  
 Morning, church.
  Oh man, it's good to be here with you this fine th of July weekend.
I was chuckling to myself because like last night, you were one of three groups of people either you went, well, this is assuming you're people who went and bought fireworks, which I think they said it was record breaking fireworks sales this year.
Hashtag  years, but also the return of the bottle rocket and that's powerful for some of you.
But here's what happened. You were like in one of a few camps when one, you realized the storm was coming and so you went outside and you shut all your fireworks off early, even though it was too bright, but you didn't care because you were gonna blow them up. Two, you were the group who were like, it's freedom day and I'm just gonna wait until the storm passes and then I'm gonna set them off really late, which is what most of my neighbors seemingly did. They just really went off. Or you were in the third camp where like, I just bought my  fireworks a year early and I'm ready next year. I don't even have to go next year or I'm gonna have a really big show next year. But whichever camp you fell into, I hope you had a great time. Hope you got to enjoy time. It cooled off really great right before the storm happened, but it was awesome. So I'm looking forward to it. I'm looking forward to today, having a little fellowship time afterwards. We got our ice cream social with a little bit of a pie competition. I saw some pies out there, they look good. It's gonna be a really fun time, so hopefully you can stick around and eat a little dessert before you go have lunch after church. Hey, do this for me. Stand to your feet. I'm gonna read a passage of Scripture this morning. It's a little longer than normal, but I just felt like we're supposed to read the whole thing this morning as we kind of set our hearts for this final chapter of Jonah as we kind of wrap up this story of Jonah today. A relatively familiar passage of Scripture, Psalms  verse , and it says this, "He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord, my refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust. For it is he who delivers you from the snare of the trapper and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his pinions and under his wings, you may seek refuge. His faithfulness is a shield and a bulwark. You will not be afraid of the terror by night or of the arrows that fly by day, of the pestilence that stalks in the darkness or of the destruction that lays waste at noon. A thousand may fall at your side and , at your right hand, but it shall not approach you. You will only look on with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. For you have made the Lord my refuge, even the Most High your dwelling place. No evil will befall you nor any plague come near your tent. For he will give his angels charge concerning you to guard you in all your ways. They will bear you up in their hands that you did not strike your foot against a stone. You will tread upon the lion and a cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will trample down. Because he has loved me, therefore I will deliver him. I will set him securely on high because he has known my name.

  
 He will call upon me and I will answer him. I will be with him in trouble. I will rescue him and honor him. With a long life, I will satisfy him and let him see my salvation.

  
 Let's pray this morning. Father, we just thank you so much for today.

  
 We thank you that you are our shelter and that you are our refuge. That you are the place in which that we can run to, Father. Lord, I pray today as we continue to press into your word, to press into your goodness, to wrap up our story of Jonah and to continue to press into the truth that you've hidden away in this amazing story. Lord, we pray that you open our hearts and our minds this morning, that your truth and your love and your goodness and mercy will just reign in our hearts today. It's in Jesus' name we pray, Amen and Amen.

  
 All right, you may be seated, you may be seated.

  
 So we're wrapping up this story of Jonah. We're still in this series called "Not a Children's Story," but we're gonna be finishing up Jonah and we'll start something new next week and I'm looking forward to it. But Jonah is this small fourchapter book that comes with more and more and it's like the more you get into it, the more you find it, the more you find it, the more you find. And to be honest, I'm sad that it's over because I could keep going. I've got more and more and more, but I feel like the season is coming to the end. I feel like we're supposed to move on next week and so we'll do that and be obedient. But you know you've been sitting in a book a long time when you just start bringing up Jonah to relatively strangers in relatively odd ways that they're just like, I don't understand why you're bringing up Jonah right now to this question. But that's just what happens when you park in a place of Scripture and just let your mind and your imagination be inundated and follow through it. And I wanna say this when we're talking about Jonah because we've been reading through Jonah and maybe even being a little hard on Jonah as we look through and watch his attitude and his motivations and some of his false repentance and some of these different things that we'll see. And in chapter four, it does not paint Jonah in a very good light. In fact, it's very negative. Chapter four is the chapter that many of your children's books don't even put in to the book because this is the chapter where he's angry at God and keeps asking God to kill him. It's a very negative and kind of destructive chapter and it's not an ideal children's story. It's also not an ideal ending. And so we'll look at that. But here's the thing we have to think about.

  
 Jonah is a prophet and he's found in this scroll of the prophets. And Jonah's unique because unlike other prophets, like Isaiah, for example, Jeremiah, for example, these were, as soon as they were the prophet, but they actually had like a whole group, like a whole following of people. Like the Bible, when you read through those books of prophecy, they actually talk about kind of their disciples and the people who would follow them and the people who would write down their prophecies and their notes and like, so they had like an entourage and like secretaries, like in note takers and all this stuff to kind of record what was happening because they were moving and shaking and things were happening. But Jonah was not that way. Jonah was alone. Jonah was alone. Jonah got on that boat by himself. Jonah got in that whale by himself. Jonah got vomited by himself. Jonah went to Nineveh by himself. And in chapter four, we'll see Jonah alone on this mountain having this conversation with God. And all by himself, not with a group apart from the nation, not viewed by any other prophets or things. And so we must ask ourselves the question,

  
 who told us this story?

  
 Who told this story?

  
 And the only person that we can see, other than a miraculous inspiration by the Holy Spirit revealing it to someone else, which I don't think that would be the case, the only person that we can say told this story was Jonah.

  
 And we don't know when he wrote the story down and we don't know how much time passed from chapter four, what we'll read today and the time when he actually wrote this down and recorded. But what we see about Jonah and what we can know about Jonah is that he did not attempt to paint himself in the hero's light.

  
 He did not hold back his shortcoming. He did not hold back his frustration. In fact, he recorded the story fully as it happened and left it exactly with this openended ending that we're gonna get to read in a minute with the very intention that at some point my belief is that Jonah did have a moment of repentance because he came back and wrote this story down and allowed himself to be a lesson that we can learn and grow from today. So before we just totally throw Jonah out, which is where you kind of want to leave him after we read today's chapter, we have to realize something happened in his heart and he decided to say, "You know what? "I'm gonna write this story and let an idea come through "that maybe we've missed this whole time "in reading about the story "or maybe we've been distracted by the whale "as opposed to the real hero, the real key in this story." And so I want to read Jonah chapter four this morning. So we'll kind of read through it. I've got some fun stuff planned. We'll see how far we get this morning. But Jonah chapter four, verse one, now remember, just to recap, God told Jonah to go to Nineveh. He ran away, big storm, thrown in the ocean, fish swallowed him, three days, three nights. He repented kind of vomited on the shore, gets up, goes to Nineveh, supposed to preach for three days, preaches for one day, but everyone repents. Everyone fasts, including the animals, sackcloth, ashes, the king, hoping this unknown God that the guy didn't even tell me his name will maybe give us an opportunity to create repentance and forgiveness. And this is what happens, and it says at the end of chapter three that God seen their hearts and seen their repentance that he relents on the thing that he was planning, the judgment that he was planning to carry on against Nineveh because of their sin and because their shortcoming. And that's where chapter four, now we've read some of this, it's already happened, it says this, "But it greatly displeased Jonah, "and he became angry."

  
 The Hebrew actually talks about it's like hot with anger.

  
 He was hot.

  
 You know when you get angry and you're just hot?

  
 Some of you don't get angry very much, so you don't know what I'm talking about. But those of you, my fellow brothers and sisters, slight anger slash rage problems, you know what it means to be like hot.

  
 Like it's something inside that like is not, it's, he was hot.

  
 And it says, "He prayed to the Lord."

  
 Please, Lord, now we've read this before because this is like the thing that hinges so much of his motivation. "Was not this what I said while I was still "in my own country?"

  
 Is what he said, that they would repent and that God would not judge them,

  
 that God would forgive them. "Isn't this what I said? "Therefore, in order to first stall this, "I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that you are gracious "and the compassionate God, slow to anger "and abundant in loving kindness "and one who relents concerning calamity."

  
 He's upset with this.

  
 I love it there when he quotes, Exodus  when it says that he's a compassionate God. And it says, "Slow to anger." When we did a study on this a couple years ago, but when it says slow to anger, that's a great translation. This guy's, but he's slow. It takes God a long time to get angry. Like that's not a, it's a good picture. But what the picture, you know, talking about this temperature and so we understand, it actually means that God is long of nostrils.

  
 That's what it says in Hebrew. He's long of nostrils. It takes a long, because you know when you get angry,

  
 like you get hot, and how do you know when someone's angry? Like when you hear this all, like their nostrils are flaring.

  
 Like that's a real thing. Like this is a Hebrew idiom. It's like, he is, God is like, it takes a long time for the heat to build all the way up till his nostrils flare.

  
 That's what it says in Hebrew.

  
 All right?

  
 Jonah doesn't like that. Remember, because he's already hot with anger.

  
 Hot with anger.

  
 Verse three.

  
 "Now therefore, O Lord, please take my life for me, "for death is better to me than life."

  
 Then the Lord answered, "Do you have good reason to be angry?"

  
 And by the way, this is the first of three attempts that God is gonna talk to Jonah here in chapter four to try to reason it, to try to get to see his heart.

  
 And by the way, so God asked Jonah a direct question. "Do you have a reason to be angry or to be hot?"

  
 And Jonah just ignores him.

  
 Jonah doesn't answer.

  
 Verse five. "Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it.

  
 "There he made a shelter for himself "and sat under it in the shade "until he could see what would happen to the city." Now we should already have like alarm bells going off. We've talked about this. Directions are really important. Every time someone goes east, this is a thing of someone running from God's presence and a sin. So like when Adam and Eve sinned and they went east of the garden, right? And then Cain killed his brother and he went east of that place, right? And now all of a sudden we got this really wild picture where Jonah, who's supposed to be the prophet of God, who was just in Nineveh, inside the city of Nineveh, which is supposed to be like Sin City, all of a sudden he's going east of there because what's happening in Sin City is a revelation of God's truth. And so the Garden of Eden has now become in the city of Nineveh because that's where God's grace and mercy is being poured out. And he doesn't want to be where God's in grace and mercy is being poured out. So he goes east of there.

  
 And what a back, remember this whole story of Jonah is backwards. The place that should represent like the Sin City is now all of a sudden the place of God's like revitalization and goodness. And so he leads that place and he goes east of there.

  
 Now here's what's really wild. And this is just a little side note because I think it's cool. Remember in chapter three, excuse me, Jonah went out there and it was like, he was trying to be obedient, kinda, but he was also trying to do the bare minimum of what he could do. And so he gave that five word sermon that he gave out there and he cried out and said, "Yep,  days and Nineveh will be overthrown.  days and Nineveh will be overthrown, that's it. No other details, no how did it not happen? None of the stuff, he just says it, right?

  
 And you sit there and as a prophet, it's like God told him to say that, to at least that part.

  
 And Jonah with all of his heart wanted this to happen. He wanted Nineveh to be overthrown. But I want you to look at how God is so good. God takes, this idea of God takes things that were intended for evil and turns them for his good. It's like such a beautiful thing that's all through the Bible. So the last word there in that sermon, which is overthrown, it's a Hebrew word called hafak, right? And it literally means to turn over or to overturn. Like that's what it means, like to turn over. And so it can mean, it has like, we have so many words in English that they can mean multiple things just based on context, right, like how you use them and Hebrew is no different. And so overthrown is a good translation. Like that's what it would mean. Like you will be overthrown. That happens all the time.

  
 And like it's a negative connotation. It can be a very negative connotation. So in Hosea , verse eight, it says this, "Ephraim mixes himself with the nations and Ephraim has become a cake not turned." Like a cake that didn't get turned over. You ever cooked pancakes and you forgot to turn it over? That's a real bummer. You can cook it all the way through, but it's what's wrong with the surge that was on the heat. What's wrong with it? It's burnt, it's burnt, right? So that's Ephraim, it didn't get turned over, right? And so it's this overthrown. And so this can be used like for a nation that's overthrown, like later Assyria gets overturned by the Babylonian Empire and later the Babylonian Empire gets overturned. Like this is a statement. And so it has this idea, like this thing that he's giving is like your nation will be turned over. It will be ruined. Like everything will be taken upside down, right?

  
 But here's what's wild.

  
 It also has another connotation.

  
 It also can be what we've already been talking about. It's like you're walking on this path and then you're turning or that God can turn certain things from a negative to a positive. Like it has another connotation. So Psalms  verse , the same word. It says, and this is really, you probably heard this one. You have turned my morning into dancing. You have loosed my sackcloth and girded me with gladness. It's the same word. Hafock, you've turned. Now some of you guys grew up in the Charismatic Church. You remember that song. You've turned my morning into dancing. You don't know what I'm talking about. I can't sing it right now, but the OG's know what I'm talking about, right? There's this turning idea that God can be the one who turns things around. And so even when Jonah went in this place, proclaiming a prophecy that God is gonna do this and he's hoping what it means is that they're gonna be punished for their judgment. God says, I'm good with you saying that exactly because I'm gonna do it exactly what you said. I am going to turn them to my heart.

  
 And God's prophecy fully was fulfilled exactly what he was saying. And thus they repented. And even this is as he'll turn their sackcloth into gladness. Like what a powerful thing that God is faithful and able to do things. So even the message, even Jonah's own words of trying to create God's destruction was overturned. No pun intended to seek God's goodness to these people.

  
 And so, verse six, we keep going. This is where the story gets a little weird.

  
 Says, so the Lord God appointed a plant.

  
 In Hebrew it's called a kikoyon. It's the only place this word is used. Everyone fights over what kind of plants it is. No one knows what kind of plants it is. You'll never figure it out. So just give up now.

  
 It says, and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head, to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was extremely happy about the plant. But God appointed a worm when dawn came to the next day and attacked the plant and it withdrew. When the sun came up to God, or when the sun came up, God appointed a scorching east wind and the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he became faint and began with all his soul to die saying, death is better to me than life. Second time he said that, just in this chapter. Then God said to Jonah, do you have a good reason to be angry about the plant? And he said, I have good reason to be angry, even to death. Then the Lord said, you had compassion on the plant for which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow, which came up overnight in Paris overnight. Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, this great city, in which there are more than , persons who do not know the difference between their right and their left hand as well as many animals?

  
 And then that's the end of the book of Jonah.

  
 Isn't that a satisfying ending?

  
 Aren't you so happy with that?

  
 How it just ends with this upward inflected question,

  
 not even at the end, not even a happily ever after. Just, there you are. Now, when we read this at first, you may think, wow, that's really weird. That's what I don't understand. The story gets weird and then the ending is weird. And now I just feel like I'm leaving unsatisfied.

  
 And there's a lot of reasons why this is, but a couple of them are this. One, the literary design of the Hebrew writing is very different than our literary design. We're gonna get a little nerdy this morning, and I'm gonna put up a little chart on the screen. I say I, our wonderful production team, is gonna put up a chart on the screen that's gonna show you, this is the literary design, the literary layout of Jonah chapter four. Now you can see it's got eight sections. It's got A, B, C, D, and then D is continued because of the screen, and then D, C, B, A. Now, what this is called, this is a word, and these are all through the Hebrew Bible, the literary layout of the Bible. This is very called, it is called a chiasm. Okay, it's called a chiasm. Some of you know what those are. And here's the thing. In English, often, not always, but often, when we write a story, we usually, like you learn this in English, you start off, you have this whole thing, you develop, and we have this narration arc, and there's gonna be a very big climactic ending moment, usually at the very end of the story or the very last part of the story, and then maybe some other tail end resolution that you go off there. But we kind of build and crescendo towards the back end, and then that's how the story is. But that's not how ancient Hebrew literature is written.

  
 Most often, they are written in what's called chiasm, which means it is building into the middle point, and typically, they're mirrored off of each other. So go ahead and put that back up. They don't need to see me for a while. They see me enough. Like, so here's the section, okay? We have basically four sections to the middle and then four sections. All this is pointing into the middle. The most important thing in chiasm are middle. And by the way, each of these sections also have design within it. This is really cool. If you go to bideproject.com, they take a lot of scripture and they give you a lot of this in hand. And so I borrowed this one from them. But so here's what we gotta do, okay? Section A, right? The very beginning of chapter four, we read it. That's Jonah's speech. And guess what? And here's how amazing the Holy Spirit working through these human authors are. Jonah's speech is  words. He has a word speech to God, right? Where he's angry about God's faithfulness and that God's just this, this forgiver. Ugh, I can't stand that guy. And then the corresponding A part, right? The very end is God's speech. Guess how many words it is?

  
 .

  
 The exact same number of words. So Jonah speaks . And these are in Hebrew, okay? Don't start counting English words, okay?  Hebrew words,  Hebrew words, right? Now, section B is Jonah and God's dialogue where he asks Yahweh to take his life and God asks him that question and he doesn't answer. And he talks about he wants to die. So you see that in verse B, it's like A, he asks to take his life away from him and all this stuff. Now you look at B, it's a mere image. He requested that his life be taken away. And he's talked about how he would rather die. And then God asks him, is it okay to be upset, but this time over the plant?

  
 And then we get this B answer, this little extra point. B has this little extra part where he responds like, yeah, it is good for me to die. Because when he was asking about the city of Nineveh, Jonah wouldn't answer. But when he asked him about this plant, Jonah would answer.

  
 We'll see why. Now, section C is Jonah creates a shelter from the sun. The second part, the corresponding part is, Jonah has no shelter from the sun.

  
 And then in the middle, these two D sections is, God provides a shelter and then God takes the shelter away.

  
 So what's going on here? This is the, and I know like % of you are like, oh yeah, can we do this every week?

  
 % of you are like, I don't care. And then the rest of you are like, please never do this again. But it's part, this is important. The layout of this tells us something. This design tells us something. In scripture, I'm telling you, this is like, sometimes people look at scripture like, oh, it's this ancient book that they just kind of barely pieced together and there's not a lot. Like I'm telling you the design, the literary design that is in your scripture is more incredible than you could ever imagine. It was not just slopped together on accident. It was intentionally designed and curated and inspired by the Holy Spirit who took this unifying thought and brought it beyond what your imagination could do. And so we look at this whole idea. And so now all of a sudden we have to, we see something. There's this pattern of what's going on.

  
 There's something that we can see. And there's a couple of different things that we're gonna break out of basically the result of what we're reading about. And boy, we could go into all sorts of different things. But there's this whole idea. One of the first things that we see from the beginning of Jonah chapter A when he talked about this anger, and we don't have time to go through and do it because he's actually, Jonah begins to have these hyperlinks compared to other characters in the Bible that we should be catching up on. And the first verse of chapter four is using some of the exact phraseology when God was speaking to Cain. You remember when Cain was hot with anger? Because his brother's a gift was accepted and he was not, and sin was crouching at the door, and God's like, "If you just do what's right, "you can go on this whole thing." And he didn't anyways. So now all of a sudden Jonah is this Cain figure. He's this person who's angry that God is accepting someone that he doesn't think should be acceptable.

  
 And then also, if we keep going, there's this whole, like almost word for word, some of the identical phrases from the story of Jonah and the story of Elijah. Like they have identical things that they were both asked to go and share these messages. One did it willingly, one did it not. But both of them ended up in conversations with God where they just kept asking, "Will you just kill me?"

  
 But we don't have time to go through all that.

  
 But here's something interesting.

  
 So Jonah is in this city and he asked God to kill him,

  
 and he leaves. And then it says, "Jonah left the city." After God asked him a question, he won't answer it. And he goes up to the east and he goes to a mountain where he can overlook the city. And it says that he made himself a tent, a shelter.

  
 And he dwelt under in the shade. And it says that he could see what would happen to the city because he was hoping maybe they'll repent of their repentance and then God will punish them. Or maybe this was just a trick and I'll get to watch some Sodom and Gomorrah, Hellfire and Brimstone coming down and I want the front row seat. So he goes up to this mountain and he builds himself a tent, a shelter, and he takes shelter under it and he's just watching. And just think about this guy, this bitter old guy.

  
 We actually don't know how old he is. In my mind he's old and he's just cranky and he's looking out and he's just hoping. And there's no joy. He sees all these human beings, he sees all these children, he sees all this stuff and all he wants for them to do is be punished.

  
 He has no mercy or grace in his heart. He has no love in his heart for them. Even though God has made it very clear that he does have love in his heart for them.

  
 And so he sits there.

  
 And he makes himself a shelter from the sun.

  
 And then it says, "Then Yahweh Elohim appointed a kikoyon," which I think is a really great cute word for a worm. It sounds better than our plant. Sounds better than a plant, but he produces this plant and it says, "and it arose over Jonah "to be shaded over his head and deliver him from his evil." And for the first time in the whole story, it says, "And Jonah rejoiced over the kikoyon, "over the plant with great rejoicing." It's the first and only time in the entire story that Jonah is happy.

  
 He's so happy.

  
 He brought this plant, like God grew this thing up overnight and he has a shelter. But guess what? Here's the question. How many shelters does he have?

  
 You can say it out loud. He has two shelters. He made a shelter and he was under that one and now God made him a shelter. This guy's living large. Two shelters.

  
 Life is good.

  
 He's so happy.

  
 And then for the very next verse, it says,

  
 and God appointed a worm at the rising of the dawn the next day

  
 and it struck the kikoyon, it struck the plant and it withered.

  
 And then listen to this. And it came about as the sun shone

  
 and God appointed an east wind, a hot one.

  
 This is like a literal translation in reading. And it says, and the sun struck upon the head of Jonah. Now, here's the thing. God sent the worm and ate the plant. But good news for Jonah, he had a second shelter, right?

  
 Or did he?

  
 Did he still have a second shelter?

  
 What did he got to point?

  
 Got to point at an east wind.

  
 And every time you hear the east wind, I'm telling you east is a bad direction. If you live on East something street, you may want to change.

  
 He appoints an east wind which all through the Bible, the east this, the east that, the locusts came from the east, I could go time and time. The east wind brings not good stuff. And guess what the east wind did?

  
 It blew away his tent.

  
 You ever been camping, your tent blew away?

  
 That's the worst. You ever been in a track meet and you're trying to put up one of those popup tents and you got those little, like, shaking. And then all of a sudden you see one just like, whoa, they're gone like a kite.

  
 Like someone could die from that.

  
 His tent's gone. How do I know? Because now the sun's beating down on his head. This guy in  hours went from being so happy because he had two tents to he's got no tents.

  
 Because a worm came and ate one and a wind came and ate the other. Now worms, you may be injured. What does worms have to do? Worms, they're a couple of times in the Bible, but one of the most prevalent story, they're always to do with death and decay. But do you remember when the nation of Israel was in the wilderness and God provided the manna? What happened if they tried to gather too much manna? Or if they tried to gather the manna on the day they weren't supposed to do it? What happened? It was filled with worms.

  
 And worms always have this idea. The manna was this idea of like Eden, like God's provision. But the whole idea was trust that he's providing for you and don't try to take more than you need and don't try to do extra. Don't think that you need to work when he tells you to rest. It's trust in the blessing. And if you don't trust in the blessing, then the worms will come and they will devour what Eden has. If you don't trust in the source and God, the provider, if you trust in the bread more than the source, then the worms are gonna come and they're gonna eat it away.

  
 And now all of a sudden, Jonah builds a shelter for himself

  
 and then God gives him a shelter and then the worm comes and there's like this Eden imagery, this vine that grew up over him. Now it was eaten and gone.

  
 It's gone.

  
 And God asks him after that because it says he fainted and he requested his life to die. And he said, "God, my dying is more than my living."

  
 And now for the second time, he's asked to die. And for the second time, God asked him a question. And God said to Jonah, "Is it good that there is heat anger? Is it good that you are so upset over this plant?"

  
 And remember when he asked him about Nineveh, no answer. But here about this plant, he says,

  
 "I'm upset about this, even to the point that I should die. I'm so upset about this, I'd rather die

  
 because you gave me something and then you took it away and I'm upset about it and I'd rather die." And then God says like, "This is good. This is what I'm wanting you. I'm wanting you to have a feeling of some kind."

  
 And it says that you had pity, you had compassion on the plant.

  
 You didn't labor for it. You didn't make it great. You didn't do anything for it.

  
 And it says it was great. And then it was the sun of the night. And then as the sun of the night, it perished. So it came up overnight and it left overnight.

  
 And it says, "Should I," so you had pity over a plant that you didn't work for.

  
 But should I not have pity over Nineveh,

  
 a great city that there's more than, in Hebrew, it doesn't say ,. It says a word number really weird and not in how it does it anywhere else. It says, ", , humans

  
 who don't know between their right and their left hands with many animals."

  
 So God comes up to this idea, you're having pity over something that brought you a good thing that you enjoyed and you lost it. And that is giving you more of a heart response than thinking about all these other people that I have been in relationship with, that I have created, that are image bearers of God, that are created in my image.

  
 And you are cool with them dying, but you're not cool with the plant. You have more pity. There's more love for you about this plant than there is for these other people. Do you not think that I, God, the creator of the entire universe, of all mankind,

  
 don't you think that I should have pity on these people who haven't even been given the gift to know their left hand from the right hand,

  
 their left hand from the right hand?

  
 That God is saying something. Now, if we focus on the end, we're gonna be missing it because that's actually not where the main meat of this message, the main meat of this message is in the middle.

  
 It has to do with the shelter.

  
 It has to do with the shelter.

  
 It has to do with Jonah trying to make his own shelter,

  
 and then God blessed him with the shelter, but then both of those got taken away, and Jonah was distraught.

  
 And Jonah was distraught.

  
 What's the message here?

  
 What's the message here?

  
 Three times in this story, God is trying to get him to understand his grace and his mercy and the character of who he is, and Jonah thinks he knows the character of God,

  
 but all of a sudden, we see this thing where his own work creates a shelter, the Eden blessing, or God's blessing creates a shelter, and then all of a sudden, both of them are gone, and he goes from happy to distraught because these things that he thinks he needs are gone, and he's angry about it.

  
 But I wanna read you something.

  
 Psalms .

  
 It says, "I lift my eyes to the hills, "from where does my help come? "My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. "He will not let your foot be moved. "He who keeps you will not slumber. "Behold, he who keeps Israel "will neither sleep nor slumber.

  
 "The Lord Yahweh is your keeper. "The Lord," listen to this, "The Lord is your shade on your right hand.

  
 "The sun shall not strike you by day nor the moon by night.

  
 "The Lord will keep you from all evil. "He will keep your life. "The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in "from this time forth and forever more."

  
 You see, all of a sudden we're painted this picture

  
 that you and I can see ourselves in yet again.

  
 In this fool who builds a tent and falls in love with a plant, all of a sudden when I hold the mirror just right, I only see my own reflection.

  
 Because Jonah thought that maybe he can create provision by creating something himself, by building something for himself. And God said, "Your own effort is not going to be able "to keep you protected from the sun "and from the harshness of this world." And then he thought, "Look at this. "God created this blessing. "There was this gift that was given to me "and it created shelter and shade." And I think there's a lot of ways that you could get this and a lot of different filters we could do this. But if you were to ask people and you'd look through it and they asked Jewish people of that day and even people, even some of them to this day, practicing Jews, and you say, "What is God's greatest blessing? "What is God's greatest gift?" And their answer would be the Torah.

  
 The book that tells you how to live, because when you have Torah, like Psalms  says, "You'll be like a tree planted by a river who grows in." This is the gift that creates the shelter. That this is the thing. The Torah is the thing that will help you. And so Jonah's like, "I have this on my own efforts "over here and I have this gift that's over here." But then when God takes it away, all of the sudden he says, "I have nothing." And yet who is he talking to?

  
 Yahweh, the creator of heaven and earth,

  
 who wants you to see something.

  
 The thing that shelters you is not your own works. The thing that shelters you is not my law. The thing that shelters you is me.

  
 And you are missing me.

  
 You see, you don't need more law or more word, Jonah. You have enough. That's why your entire repentance letter was a copy and paste. You already had enough, but you had no heart change. And yet the Ninevites and the sailors, they had no Torah and they had no law and they had no works and yet they repented because all they knew was the gift of Yahweh was all that they needed. Because that's all they had. And guess what? Jesus experienced this in his ministry as well. There's two times where Jesus encountered great faith. There's two times he encountered great faith. And the only thing that they had in common, because when you look at them, they look as different as possible. One was a man, one was a woman. One came from relatively little, one had power and authority. They had total different stories, total different backgrounds. And yet both of these two encounters that God encountered them, he said they had great faith. And the only thing these two people had in common was that neither of them were Jews. They were both Gentiles and neither of them had any concept of the law or this gift that God had given. They only had concept that Jesus was here in front of me. And if Jesus said he can do it, he would do it. And that was great faith.

  
 Because you see, the thing that Jonah gives us, it gives us two things. One, it tells us that the thing that is your shelter, the thing that is your provision, the thing is not from your background, it's not by if you're good enough, it's not if you follow your own works, it's not if you follow the rules. It is if you are in relationship with him, he will be the one who protects you, who creates for you, who gives you. And it's not that any of his word is wrong or something you shouldn't follow. It is good and true, but it in and of itself is only the thing. It is the blessing that is supposed to point you to him. It is not the blessing yourself. And you can fall in love with the provision more than you fall in love with the provider. But if the provision ever falls away, you will be just like Jonah, yelling, "Where was my plant?" And he's like, "The plant wasn't my provision. I am your provision and you already have enough with me because I'm right here." I've always been the point.

  
 And you know what?

  
 Jesus thought about Jonah all the time.

  
 We know that we've already talked about Jesus referenced Jonah, when he says the sign of Jonah I'll give you.

  
 But I want to think about a parable

  
 that I know you've heard many, many times.

  
 Many, many times.

  
 You know the parable of the prodigal son

  
 that Jesus gave?

  
 You guys know the story. The two brothers, the younger, asked his dad for his inheritance early because he didn't want to have anything to do with his dad.

  
 In Hebrew cush or in Middle Eastern cush, he basically said, "My life would be better if you were dead and I had nothing to do with you. So give me the only thing of value that you have, which is your possessions. Give it to me so I can leave." It is that harsh. You may not read it that harsh. That is how harsh it was. Dad, you would be more valued to me dead than you are alive. So just give me the only thing that you have of value to me, which is your resources so I can leave this place. And that's what the younger brother did. And he went off and you know the story. He squandered it on living and prostitutes and all that kind of stuff. And then he finds himself in indentured servitude, eating pig slop. And all of a sudden he realizes I can go home to my father and that he rehearsed the whole thing, that I'm a sinner and a failure and that it'd be better to be a servant and I've sinned in your eyes and he comes back and it says that while he was still a long way off, that the father sees him, he runs, he embraces him, he doesn't let him finish his apology. He brings him back in, he gives him the robe, he gives him the say no, he gives him the ring. He tells all this stuff and says, "We're gonna have a feast." And then we think it's a really good story, but then all of a sudden we find out about the other brother who's been there the whole time and the father knows that he won't come into the party. So he goes outside to the younger, to the older brother and he talks to him and he says like, "He's here, he was dead, "but now he's alive, shouldn't we rejoice?" And then the parable ends abruptly.

  
 With no resolution and no answer. (Soft Music)

  
 You see, there's these two brothers

  
 and throughout the whole Bible, there's the firstborn and the secondborn

  
 and the nation of Israel is the firstborn,

  
 but there's the secondborn.

  
 And throughout all of biblical narrative, the secondborn keeps getting chosen and elevated, chosen and elevated, chosen and elevated. The secondborn keeps getting chosen and elevated, even though the secondborn does some really shady things, the secondborn gets chosen and elevated. And that the nation of Israel has a special covenant with God. They're his firstborn son that talks about that all through. It even talks about it in the New Testament. And yet there's this secondborn that at one point went away, far away, far away. And yet God loved him so much that while they were still far off, the father ran. Because you see, the prodigal son story is not about the son who stayed or the son who went, it is about the good father who when he sees you asking for forgiveness and repentance, he will cover you. He will be your covering, he will be your provision, he will be your inheritance, he will make you a son or a daughter, he will bring revision and freshness to you. And yet the one who was constantly in the presence of God, but never are the father and yet never had relationship with the father was just as far off

  
 as the one who was never there.

  
 The prodigal son is Jesus' retelling of the entire story of Jonah.

  
 He even did it in the same way. He even ended the same way that Jonah ended. This openended question that you're like, huh?

  
 Finish it. And when did he tell the story? He told the story because the Pharisees were upset that he was eating with tax collectors and sinners and prostitutes and foreigners. And he was like, they don't deserve God's help. God's goodness. And he responded to the people saying that the outsiders don't respond to observe God's goodness with the prodigal son.

  
 Because those Pharisees were saying the same thing that Jonah was saying.

  
 That God's goodness doesn't extend beyond the nation of Israel. And what God through Jonah and what Jesus through the cross says is, no, no, no. I promise to Abraham that through you and your seed, all nations will be blessed.

  
 And that my love is far greater than that can be derived to one geographical or one socioeconomic or one ethnic region. It is far greater.

  
 And my love for people is far bigger. And it will be a love that is actually beyond what you can understand because my love is even for those who you would consider your enemies my love is for.

  
 And it's chasing after.

  
 Now, I wish I had more time,

  
 but I wanna end reading you a couple little poems.

  
 There's a book of poems called "You Jonah."

  
 It's by Thomas Carlyle. It was published in .

  
 So it's not new. It's relatively cheap. It's a whole book of poetry. It's all inspired by the book of Jonah. You can go through, you can read them. I'm gonna read a couple today just so you can get a feel. But I think the last one is a good way to close us out.

  
 "You Jonah, how low, how deep will you go to secure sleep? You Jonah, how high will you fare hoping I will ignore you there?

  
 You Jonah, how far will you aim your mariner to protect your name from my claim?

  
 You Jonah."

  
 This was entitled "Inside the Sea Monster."

  
 "As I was as low as I could get when I remembered God,

  
 "odd that my distress impressed me "with his apparent absence. "When his promised daily presence "hadn't meant a blessed thing,

  
 "finding myself in that hole "with my soul fainting and rolling, "with the swell of my swollen ego "was enough to kill me good. "Instead, I saw stars in the dark "and started home on a welcome waterspout."

  
 Two more.

  
 Question.

  
 "I hate God's enemies with perfect hatred.

  
 "Why can't God do as much?"

  
 This one's titled "Coming Around."

  
 "And Jonah stalked to his shaded seat "and waited for God to come around "to his way of thinking.

  
 "And God is still waiting for a host of Jonas "in their comfortable houses "to come around to his way of loving."

  
 The book of Jonah is many things,

  
 but his greatest invitation

  
 is for you to come around to his way of loving.

  
 A love that makes no sense,

  
 a love that is too good and too true

  
 and too merciful and too forgiving and too but his love is there.

  
 And he calls you and he calls me.

  
 To be ambassadors of that love.

  
 And we're invited to be transformed.

  
 And that's why Jesus says,

  
 "Love your enemies and pray for them."

  
 Stand with me, dear feet, church. (Soft Music) God, we're here today.

  
 A people needing to be transformed by your love.

  
 And God, a people unqualified to love the way that you love. (Soft Music)

  
 But Lord, you are our shelter.

  
 You are who we run to.

  
 You are who we take refuge in the storm, our hiding place. (Soft Music) It's under your wings, under your character, under your truth, under your grace and mercy

  
 and unfailing love for us that we find refuge.

  
 You are the gift, you are the provision. You are the thing that our hearts desire. (Soft Music)

  
 And you invite us to love the way that you love.

  
 And Lord, that is hard

  
 because we're filled with biases and hurts and wounds and distrust and anger.

  
 And yet again and again, you invite us to sit under the shade of you to become cooled by your spirit

  
 to go back out into love.

  
 So Lord, let us first and foremost be a church full of people

  
 who see you as the gift,

  
 you as the hero of our story,

  
 you as our shelter and our provision,

  
 you are good father.

  
 And from that place, Lord, (Soft Music)

  
 allow us to walk in love and mercy and grace

  
 and to share truth with everyone around us,

  
 both our friends and our enemies, Lord.

  
 We love you, father.

  
 It's in your Holy name we pray.

  
 Amen, amen.

  
 Well, church, listen, we love you very much. We're gonna continue this series next week. We're about to do a real quick shift of gears

  
 because we're gonna go in and move into our little postservice hangout. And here's really, everyone is invited. It's really great. They'll have some instructions too. But the most important thing is the best way to go and to get in line for ice cream stuff is to go through those doors. But if you have kids, they will be very upset if you don't get them first. So get your kids and then go in there. Everything's set up in the youth. So if you don't have kids, you can go out through that way and it'll actually be the fastest way. If you have kids, go whichever direction is quickest. Other than that, we love you. It's gonna be a great day. We love you, have the rest of your Sunday. Be blessed, get a nap. You're dismissed.

  
