"Stand with for me so we can read this scripture this morning." It's found in Philippians chapter two, verse five. Something to have you resonating and thinking on as we continue to study Jonah today. It says this, in verse five, "You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. "Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God "as something to cling to. "Instead, he gave up his divine privileges. "He took the humble position of a slave "and was born as a human being. "When he appeared in human form, "he humbled himself in obedience to God "and died a criminal's death on the cross." Father God, today we just reflect on the work of Jesus and the cross. Lord, we just thank you for the king who laid it down so that he could come here, Lord, to live and to die and to resurrect on our behalf, Father God. And we're just so thankful for that. Lord, thank you for this time to be together, to worship, to fellowship, to be in your presence. It's in your holy name we pray, amen, amen. Okay, you may be seated, you may be seated.

  
 So we're continuing our series called Not a Children's Story, and we've been looking at the story of Jonah for the last couple of weeks. And we're gonna continue today. We're gonna be looking at specifically chapter two and chapter three of the story. Of course, Jonah is a four chapter story. And of course, all of you who consider destiny your church home, you've read the entire book of Jonah over the last several weeks because I asked you to and you're obedient and you do that. And it's all % success. So I don't even have to ask who did or didn't do it. And that's how it works. But we are looking at chapter two and chapter three. If you just to kind of catch you up if you haven't been here or it's your first time here,

  
 what we've been talking about is we've been looking at the story of Jonah through kind of a fresh lens and maybe trying to look at it in a new perspective or really just more of reading it for what's there and not allowing kind of maybe the children's version or the vegetal version that we, depending on your take, that we grew up on kind of dictate what this story looks like. And so we've walked through and we looked at the person of Jonah. We looked at this command. We looked how he has been disobedient. We've looked at some of the literary structure of the whole story and how this is really just this kind of bizarre story. Like everything is kind of inverted of what you would expect. And the good guys are the bad guys. The bad guys are the good guys. The people who are asking for repentance are the ones who should be hardhearted and vice versa. Like there's so many things going on throughout this book that it's just kind of topsyturvy. And in chapter one is the part of the story where God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh and to give this message. And Jonah promptly ends up going to the exact opposite place. He can go as far as humanly possible and tries to create this thing. And there's one thing that's interesting. This is just something to kind of have in the background mind because the more you study into this book of Jonah and putting it within the context of the whole Old Testament, there's so many little things that we could do and there's so many connections. But I'm gonna ask them to put up the map. We have the map of Jonah's journey. And so they're gonna throw that up here on the screens here in a second. And here's the thing. When Jonah got on the boat and he went from Joppa and his desire was to sail to Tarshish, right? And you can see in the top right corner, that's Nineveh. That's where he was supposed to go. And then he went or attempted to go the opposite direction. And Tarshish of course is this end of the world or known world at the time. It's kind of the furthest place that you could go. But the Bible actually has a decent amount to say about Tarshish. And here's what's really wild about Tarshish.

  
 Tarshish is this place, how it's described in the Bible. Not only is it kind of far away and it's out there, but it's a place where gold and jewels and precious minerals and metals and things and stones are abundant. It is a place that is just supposedly overflowing with wealth and riches. And in another story, and we don't have time to unpack this or look at it, you'll just have to trust me, but you should read it for yourself, and I know you will, is in King Solomon's day, right? When King Solomon was expanding the kingdom and when King Solomon was building the temple and when King Solomon was doing everything that King Solomon did, the Bible gives us these little details. And it talks about that he had an entire fleet of ships that their only job was to sail to Tarshish to load up on gold and rubies and all this kind of stuff and to bring it back. Like that was the entire process, was bringing in all this gold. Gold, gold, gold, gold, gold. Solomon became very infatuated with riches and wealth and it did not go super well for him. And in fact, this was actually the opposite and against the command that God gave for kings and for people to rule in the nation of Israel. And he was breaking the command. In fact, Solomon broke pretty much every rule that got set for a king, Solomon broke, I mean, to the, even now to like raising horses. Like it was this whole thing. Like he broke all these rules. But here's why this is important.

  
 When people are trying to go, and if you read this, this whole idea of like gold and rubies, that there is this ideal. Like Solomon's trying to build this temple and he's trying to build it in this ideal to represent like God's resting place, where God's presence lives. And it's supposed to be based on the original place that God rested on, in the original place where God communed with man, which is the Garden of Eden. And when you read Garden of Eden narratives, you hear about this place of this beauty, and you hear about this place of nature and trees. And there's also these details talking about all these stones and gold and all this stuff is plentiful in all these places. The point you have to worry about, you don't have to worry about any of that stuff. That's what Eden was. And now Solomon is attempting to create his own Eden. He's attempting to create his own place. And the way he's financing that is by sending ships to Tarshish to go and to create the resources to create their own Eden. So Tarshish always in the Old Testament represents this place where people are trying to create a prosperity for themselves. They're trying to create their own thing. And Jonah, the thing that we see through Jonah's story is, and we've talked about this from the very beginning, is Jonah has the desire to define what is good and bad for himself. He does not want that to be defined by God. And that's why when God asks him to go to Nineveh to tell a people that he does not like, or does not want to see good things happen to, and he wants them to repent, and he wants them to be saved, when God tells Jonah to do that, he says, "No, I don't wanna do that, because I have a different vision of the good life. I have a different vision of what is considered good, and true, and holy, and so, I'm gonna do the exact opposite of that." And he therefore flees to Tarshish, the place where you can build your own good place, the place where you can have your own kingdom and define what's good on your own terms. So none of this is lost as we're reading through the Bible. And maybe you're sitting here saying like, "Wow, that's a lot, I would have never made that connection." Me neither, five years ago, I would have made that connection a year ago. But when we understand that the Bible is not just a set of stories, it's also not just a set of dos or don'ts, but this is a meditation literature that we dwell on and we think about, and we think about how it's all interconnected, and how it moves forward, and how it moves backwards, and how it connects to Jesus, and how it connects to me, all of a sudden you start to see that these things are deeper connected, there's a deeper picture that's being painted. And Jonah is not just a rebellious prophet, but Jonah is a person who's constantly trying to define what is good and bad in his own. And even when God tells him something contrary, as opposed to repenting and doing what he says, he continually goes back to saying, "I wanna do what's right in my own eyes." And I maybe can't have a lot to connect with some early Assyrian empire prophet of Israel, but I can definitely connect with a person who thinks that they know better than God.

  
 I can definitely connect with a person who says, "You know what? "Maybe I should decide what's good for myself. "Maybe I can go and do it on my own. "I have an idea. "I know God maybe told me to start doing this "or stop doing that, but I have a better idea."

  
 And all of a sudden in this story, it's less something that's unconnected or just this thing that's away. It's something that I can actually see myself in.

  
 I can be this Jonah who finds himself constantly trying to define what's good and bad on their own or allowing my own culture or own society, as opposed to God and God's word. And so this is this picture, this tension that we see throughout. So the end of chapter one, after he runs from God, after the storm, after he goes down into the belly of the ship, and he ultimately gets thrown over by the sailors and this whole different thing, and the Bible says that right at the end of chapter one and God sent a giant fish to swallow him up.

  
 And that's the end of chapter one, and then chapter two starts. And here's what's crazy about chapter two.

  
 Okay, chapter two starts in verse one. It says, "Then Jonah prayed to the Lord, "his God, from the belly of the fish." And this is just a side thing. This is really, again, this is the meditation thing. This is the stuff that when you get to read it in Hebrew, sometimes you catch it. So it mentions the fish here, and by the way, it doesn't say a whale, but some people debate that. When Jesus refers to this, he actually talks about the beast, which is a whole different thing. But it talks about this great fish. And in Hebrew, in chapter one, when it mentions the great fish, I think he mentions it two times in chapter one, it says it, and the word,

  
 Hebrew is like Spanish or some other language in which there's like a gender associated with it, right? So like you actually, we just say a fish for whether it's a boy or a girl, but like in different languages, they will sometimes attach a gender to it based on the gender. So before this fish swallows Jonah, it's referred to as a male, twice. The moment that Jonah is in the belly of the fish is referred to as a female.

  
 It changes, and it paints this picture. Now, and by the way, you could be like dumb ancient Arthur. They don't know what they're talking about. That would be like the most ignorant view of what people sometimes do is like, "Oh, look, the Bible contradicts itself." There's an intention here. There's like this intention, like they were very intentional, and it's this idea of like this moment that Jonah was in this fish. It wasn't that it had like a gender change. That's what I was talking about. It's painting this picture of he's in a womb in the water, awaiting an opportunity for rebirth.

  
 There's already this imagery of a rebirth that goes through the swallowing of death and the water, and I should be connecting all sorts of things, and that's not what we're talking about today, but that's what happens. So then in verse two, this is the beginning of his prayer, and here's what's really wild about verse two. All of a sudden, and again, we kind of get this in English, but all of a sudden, this completely changes from a narrative story to poetry.

  
 And I know there's three of you in this room, they're like, "Yeah, the poetry. My wife's one of them." She's like, "Yeah, there's dozens of us who love poetry." And here's the thing, if you don't like, or you're like, "Poetry is lame." A third of the Bible is poetry, a third. Now some of your translations do a really good job

  
 through formatting and different things of letting you know that it's poetry, but poetry is a huge part of the Bible, and poetry is not just supposed to be beautiful. Poetry is dense language that says more than the individual words say by themselves. Poetry paints this picture, and it's meant to be read in light of what just happened, it's supposed to be read in light of what's going to happen. It's this thing that you get to keep thinking about and thinking about, and it says so much and so little, and it paints pictures that we continually chew on and think about over and over and over again. And the Bible is like this. It is so common that it'll be in the middle of a narrative story, in fact, a very actionpacked narrative story, and then out of nowhere, it takes a story break, and it decides to just bust into a poetic song.

  
 And you're like, that's really weird, but here's the question.

  
 Have you ever read "Lord of the Rings"?

  
 Have you ever noticed, like you're going, and it's fighting, and then all of a sudden it just goes on, the song of Belinda. And you're like, what? And it's like really weird, and if you happen to be listening to an audio, the narrator then tries to attempt to sing somehow, and you're like, please stop for the love of God. This is the worst, it's so weird. Like this will happen often. And this was taken from Hebrew literature, this idea that in the middle of epic moments, the way that someone responds is not just like, that was cool.

  
 They allow everything that they just experienced and processed to come out in a way that is very significant and passionate and emotional. Like David was the biggest person who did this. David went through some of the craziest, most chaotic, wild moments, highs and lows, and every way that he responded was through song and poetry.

  
 That's like how his life, and it actually didn't make sense, because when you read what he did, this brave, strong warrior who's like just going off and doing all sorts, it didn't match with, and now I'm gonna sit down with my harp and write poetry, but that's literally what he did.

  
 It was this expression, and so the thing that we can tell, and we don't have time to go into all this poetry and ideas today, or even to fully study this as a poetic unit, which is really a beautiful

  
 symmetry and design, but the thing that we know is these moments of poetry are inserted as moments for us to slow down and to reflect on what's happening. This isn't even the first poem that's happened after a salvation through the water. He's gonna ultimately be saved through the fish, but remember when Israel went through the Red Sea and they got on the other side, what happens? Immediately on their side, Moses and his guys start singing a song, and then right after that, Mary and her prophetess sing another song. Poetry is the response of what God happens and does, and then the last thing I'll say about poetry is with maybe no exceptions, but if they are, there are very few exceptions. Every time that God is recorded speaking,

  
 so the person of God is recorded speaking, it's % in poetry.

  
 It's always in poetry.

  
 I don't know if that's just because that's how he flows. I don't know, but God is always speaking and is always poetic in nature. That is the very ideal of how his words are recorded for us to consume, and so we get to think about that. So now, all that to say, Jonah chapter two, and I'm gonna read the whole thing and then we're gonna break down. This is verse two, because it's only  verses. Of course, you all know that because you all read it. It said this, "I called out to the Lord, "out of my distress, and he answered me. "Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, "and you heard my voice. "For you cast me into the deep, "into the hearts of the seas, "and the floods surrounded me. "All your breakers and your waves passed over me. "Then I said, I am driven away from your sight, "yet I shall again look upon your holy temple. "The waters closed in over me to take my life. "The deep surrounded me. "Weeds were wrapped about my head. "To the roots of the mountains I went down. "To the land whose bars closed upon me forever. "Yet you brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God. "When my life was fading away, I remembered the Lord, "and my prayers came to you. "Into your holy temple, those who pay regard to vain idols "forsake their hope of steadfast love. "But I, with the voice of thanksgiving, "will sacrifice to you. "What I have vowed I will pay. "Salvation belongs to the Lord." And then verse , this is when it transforms out of poetry, or transitions out of poetry. It says, "And the Lord spoke to the fish, "and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land."

  
 Now, if we had time, we could break this down. And this is wild, but there's just a few things I wanna extrapolate here.

  
 This thing from Jonah, this is what he's written, is almost, he isn't the first person to write this idea from being covered in the water. This is actually a theme, and you see it through the Psalms. David wrote about this, though he was never in the belly of a fish. But it's almost like Jonah, in this moment, he's writing this prayer, or having this prayer, and it's like Jonah is picking the greatest hits of every under the water poem that has been written before him.

  
 Almost every word of this prayer, almost every word, is either an exact copy and paste, or very close copy and paste to a psalm, or a proverb, or another prophet. Almost all of it. Here's just an example, here's just a couple of them. It says, "I cried out from my distress to Yahweh." Psalms , it says, "To Yahweh, in my distress, "I called out and he answered me." That's exactly what Jonah says. It says, "From the belly of the fish, "I shouted for help, and you heard my voice." Psalms , , it says, "You heard the voice of plea "when I shouted to you for help." I could go on and on and on. Every verse, everything, he is taking and picking these verses that have come before him from people who wrote before him, and making these other written words, his own prayer in this moment. Now remember, you say, how did that happen? Jonah more than likely had the entire Old Testament, or at least what was available to them at that time, which would have been the first five books, the Psalms and the Proverbs, and potentially a few of the other writings of earlier prophets. He would have had those completely memorized. So in this moment of distress, he begins to formulate his own prayer, this own poetic utterance, and he is literally going through and line by line, taking all of the things that people have said before and saying them. And now what's really interesting is to go through and to look not at what he says that's exactly the same, but look at some of the things that he says that are actually slightly different.

  
 And when you start to analyze these things that are different, you start to see a pattern

  
 that maybe will create some suspicions that will later be confirmed in the story. Because at first glance, when you read it, you're like, wow, what a powerful moment to have, and he's really, this is like a repentant moment, and like, okay, like he's turning his life around, and in some ways, that's definitely happening. There's a lot of things in the way that he phrases things, and the way that he says, really fully admitting fault.

  
 He's also never fully repenting. He's also never fully committing to do what God said.

  
 He says a form and almost says all of those things, but he never says it.

  
 He comes close, but he never admits it.

  
 And he even in there says, thank God I'm not like those people who worship idols.

  
 And here's what we gotta remember. Who was he just with?

  
 A boat full of people who didn't worship God.

  
 But what he doesn't know is when he got thrown into the ocean and he got swallowed, all those people who didn't worship God, they now have cast down all their idols and they now all are worshiping God. And yet he was like, thank God I'm better than those people that I was just with. And God's sitting here like, no, you're not. Now, the narrator, like the narration, the story never tells us, is this a genuine thing from his heart or is this him just being like, I'm in a really bad place and I need to say the right words?

  
 We don't know.

  
 This is a tension that we get to read into. Was this a repentant moment of change or was this him trying to save himself one way or another? Now, there's great arguments for both cases because like people is like, God wouldn't be tricked by that. He would have just left him in there to die.

  
 But it's also been made very clear that God is very insistent on Jonah going and giving this message.

  
 Also, we know because of what chapter three shows us and what chapter four shows us, his repentance, if anything, is very shortlived

  
 because he's not happy with God by chapter four, which is what we're gonna cover next week. But we see this picture of, he says, all this kind of stuff and then some people will have made this play and again, we get to all just think about this and we can discuss it and we get to allow the Holy Spirit to illuminate these things in our hearts and our minds. When it's like God's response to his prayer was he had the fish vomit him out.

  
 And then said, let's start again.

  
 That there isn't this picture of deliverance or this recording of God saying, I now forgive you and now you're good. I'm recon, all it is is him being back to the place where he started and God telling him the exact same thing.

  
 And so people will debate on whether or not him reaching out to God in his moment of trouble or if this was him saying, I know all the right words because I've read them, I've grown up with them and I'm gonna say them right now because I think that's what you're supposed to do but in my heart of hearts, I still wanna do my own thing, I still wanna do what I think is right and I still wanna live in my own ways.

  
 You get to wrestle with that as you get to walk through this process. But then this starts chapter three

  
 and chapter three is wild because we get done with this beautiful thing and we can talk about it so much more but in chapter three, it all of a sudden starts off just like chapter one started. Says then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time saying, arise, go to Nineveh, the great city and call out against it the message that I tell you. And then it says, so Jonah arose and went to Nineveh. This is where we deviated, right? Before he went the other way, now he's going. According to the word of the Lord. Now we have to remember some time passes here because we don't know exactly where the fish vomited him up but from the place that he left, it was about ,  miles by road to Nineveh. That was probably a five to  week journey depending on how many miles you cover a day and all that kind of stuff. So this was, time has passed from the time he got there till he walked this place. But then it says that he gets to Nineveh and now listen to this description, this is important.

  
 Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days journey in breadth. Now there's all sorts of like really neat, nerdy debates about this because we've actually found the ruins of Nineveh, right? And Nineveh that's a capital of Assyrian empire, it was a huge city by the standards that are there. But the effect this talks about there was over , people who lived there. The walls were so thick that you could drive chariots around it and it was seven miles around the walled portion of the city, okay? Which is seven miles is, I mean that's a huge city. Now the way these ancient cities were lined out, the walled city and then around those, there were other kind of like, almost like suburbs and nonprotected areas that would expand even further. But the walled portion of the city, seven miles around, which is ginormous of a big thick fortified wall. And so when it says three days, the reality is it doesn't mean that you can walk, it would take three days to walk from one side of the city to the other because obviously that's, you know, it's not that long of a walk. But what most people believe is like, if you were to walk around this city through all the zones or the areas of the city, through the width and the breadth of the city, it would take you three days to go around and talk and to share in these public places this message that God gave you because that's what he told them to do. Go to this place and share this message that I'll give you. And it's gonna take three days.

  
 And it says in verse four,

  
 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey.

  
 And he called out, "Yet  days, "and Nineveh shall be overthrown."

  
 Now in Hebrew this is five words. In English it's like eight or nine depending on your translation.

  
 And so here's the thing, it says it's gonna take him three days.

  
 How many days did Jonah go in there?

  
 One day.

  
 One day.

  
 And then what happens? He gives this message. Now maybe, again, this doesn't tell us, this is exactly what God told him to say. But here's what we know as big Bible nerds and students of the Bible. This is not the first time a prophet's been sent somewhere to say, "Hey, you're doing something wrong "and you need to repent." Or else. This is a pretty common prophet thing. This whole like, "Your sin, your evil, "has come before me, the Lord, "and you need to repent if you've read Jeremiah "or Ezekiel or anything." But they all have a similar pattern. Like listen to this one in Ezekiel. This is just a real simple one. Israel were the recipients of the most of these "therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel. "Everyone, according to his ways, declares the Lord God. "Repent and turn from all your transgressions, "lest your iniquity be your ruin. "Cast away all your transgressions that you've committed "and make yourself a new heart and a new spirit. "Why will you die, O house of Israel? "For I have no pleasure in death if anyone declares the Lord. "So turn and live." So this is a typical, this is just one, a very typical old time prophetic like come to the altar kind of a moment. And they usually have a few things. It usually starts off with you have done something wrong.

  
 Right? And this is what happened in Inaba, your evilness, and by the way, they were very violent, evil, perverse nation. Your evil has come before me. You have done something wrong.

  
 And judgment is the result of that wrong. There's consequences for the way that you're living

  
 and the things that you're doing. There's consequences to those things. That's number two. And then it usually comes with a person of who's telling you this. In this example in Ezekiel, it's Yahweh, the Lord, the God of Israel is telling you this. If you're saying, well, who says I'm wrong? God says you're wrong. Now you can believe that or not, but that's what it says. It's in the message. This is the person that I'm delivering a message on behalf of God, of Israel, Yahweh. And he says your sin is rigid to him. You've done something wrong. And that there will be consequences for this. But, and this is why, this is like always there, but if you turn, or if you repent, or if you change your way, and they build this whole idea of like you're walking down a road, and the road you're leading to is to destruction, and there will be punishment, but all you have to do to stop the destruction is turn. Just turn. And if you turn, God is faithful to forgive. Now that is the most common that happens over, and over, and over, and over. Like if you read Jeremiah, like it feels like it's not this again, like it happens over again.

  
 When we just read this great message from Jonah, one day into his three day journey. Yet  days in the end of it shall be overthrown. So he gives them the saying like, hey, you got  days. And then Dunsky.

  
 And it's like, okay.

  
 And then it's like, but who sent the message? Unknown. What did they do wrong? Unknown. Who did he deliver the message to? Random people that he just walked to somewhere and gave.

  
 Is there a chance for it to get rid of that problem?

  
 Couldn't be bothered to give you that information.

  
 So he doesn't give any of the details other than, you've got  days. Imagine getting a letter, you have  days,

  
 and we're taking your house, and you're like, for what? What do I do? Did I forget a payment? Did I not do it? Is it insurance? We can't tell you at this time. Just know you have  days to get it right, or your house is mine.

  
 Most of you would freak out. Be like, this is unfair.

  
 And it would be unfair.

  
 But here's what's wild. Again, this is like topsyturvy story. This is not what we expect to happen. So we get this thing to profit. Who's supposed to be delivering a message to God? Who doesn't even mention God in his message?

  
 And look what happens. Verse five. And the people of Nineveh believed God.

  
 Now by the way, it's capital G there. It says that God, this is actually a word in Hebrews called Elohim, which is like a generic term for God. It's not God's specific name, Yahweh, or another side name like Adonai. This is Elohim. And it says they believe Elohim because they're like, this guy has a message from God and we believe it. But remember, they're all polytheists. They don't even know which God. They're like, hey God has told us something. And we believe it. We don't even know what his name is. Because the guy who showed up couldn't even be bothered enough to tell us which God he came from.

  
 And then it says, they called for fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest of them to the least of them. Now listen to this, verse six. It says, the word reached the king of Nineveh, arguably the most powerful person on the face of the planet at this time of history.

  
 And he arose from his throne. Now notice, who's not there talking to this king?

  
 Jonah's not there.

  
 Jonah already did his little one day thing, said his eight words and he's left.

  
 This went viral and someone told the king about it.

  
 And the king gets up from his throne. And at first you may think it's important. When the king raises from the throne, when they're arrested as the throne, that's a picture of this king is at peace, he's in control. But when a king stands from his throne, that's usually a sign that something bad's about to happen. Like some kind of retribution, especially when the message that came to him is like, you have  days, your whole kingdom's gonna be overturned. Kings don't like to hear that.

  
 And what you would expect in this story is for him to stand up and be like, how dare you? Who says, who would dare defy the might of these, all these kind of boast and proud things that you've read? But instead, it says he stands up from his throne

  
 and he removed his robe, his covering of kingship, and it says he covered himself with sackcloth and he sat in ashes. If you're curious what sackcloth would be like burlap, I don't know if current burlap, we still use burlap, like coffee, they use burlap and like the big, but I don't know if it's still made with this, but back traditionally and still in some places of the world, burlap is made from goat hair, woven goat hair. It's very rough and very itchy.

  
 And ash is just what you think it is, like ash.

  
 And he sits down in itchy clothes and ash, and he says this, he issued a proclamation and he published it through Nineveh. "By decree of the king and his nobles, "let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock taste anything. "Let them not feed or drink water, "but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth "and let them call out mighty to God." Again, Elohim, this God, this unknown God,

  
 let everyone turn from his evil way, we don't even know what it is, but stop doing it.

  
 And from the violence that is in his hands, they know about the violence, they were very violent people, like, okay, we know that part.

  
 Listen to verse nine, who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish. He doesn't even know if it's on the table, because the guy who came and gave him the message never said.

  
 But he literally goes and says, "We need to stop." And you notice it was wild, he calls for a fast, no one's supposed to eat anything. You notice who else is fasting?

  
 The animals. How wild is that? He's like, "Don't let your cow, "have you ever tried to not let a horse eat something?

  
 "I have, it's not easy."

  
 FYI, they're very strong.

  
 Like, you gotta, like this whole process, this is wild. Like, don't let your yourself, don't let your children, don't let your livestock, don't let your sheep, don't let anything eat. It says they put burlap on the animals. That just feels weird.

  
 And apparently they had an excessive amount of burlap going around there. The burlap dealer was like, "The best day of my life." (Audience Laughing)

  
 And he says, "Maybe this God will relent

  
 "and will forgive us."

  
 And Jonah's nowhere to be found. And here's a really wild thing, something to think about. What in the world was so compelling

  
 that this guy comes walking in and says five words, a foreigner comes walking in and says five words at some random place, and it starts a complete nationwide, citywide revival and repentance in the fast and sackcloth and ashes.

  
 Again, the Bible doesn't tell us. What, did he have a reputation that went before him? I don't know, it seems unlikely, but maybe.

  
 Did he just share a message that like the Holy Spirit then took and inflamed in people's hearts and convicted them of their shortcomings and their failure? I think that's definitely part of it. I think it has to be part of it. Or else how in the world would the people get by? Listen, if just some random person comes to me and tells me something random, and then someone says, "Hey, the thing that you need to do is skip lunch," to get through it, I'd be like, "I'm gonna risk it.

  
 I think I'm gonna risk it and eat lunch, actually. I like eating lunch."

  
 Other people theorize, did he have a physical transformation?

  
 Did spending three days in the belly of the fish, did this do something to him physically? Was he like half eaten by stomach acid in a way in which his physical character looked really grotesque and weird, and he showed up and there was something like, "Look at this guy.

  
 He knows about something. Look at him, he's been through things."

  
 We gotta listen to this guy.

  
 We don't know.

  
 Jonah even had just experienced personally a story of rebellion against God, of running away, of being swallowed up and being forgiven and redeemed, and he shared that story with no one.

  
 And these people are left like, "We don't know. Maybe God." And then listen to this, verse . It says, "When God saw what they did,

  
 how they turned from their evil way,

  
 God relented the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it."

  
 Listen, verse nine and verse ,

  
 I think for a lot of people are very uncomfortable

  
 when you really sit in them, because they're painting God, there's this character, like this God who says that he's angry, and he's gonna punish people.

  
 And rightfully so, because of the light of the cross and because of the Christ, it's not a picture of God that we want to sit with. We would much rather sit with this idea of God as love and forgiving and merciful, which is % true. That is who he is. And so we don't wanna see this picture, but the problem is if you can't see the picture as God being a just God, then you can't fully understand how loving God really is.

  
 And you can't actually see his justice being performed because you just pretend like justice is not needed. You are not in need of Jesus because of how good you are. You are not even in need of Jesus because of how loving he is. You are in need of Jesus because you have fallen short and God is just, and in his justice, he sent Jesus to die in your sake so that you could find salvation in the forgiveness of sins. And so that the consequences that should be your own were carried out on the person of Jesus, and now you get your own personal decision to turn just like this nation of Nineveh and to be able to find a transformation. But if you say, "I don't, this seems like a, I want you to think about this."

  
 I want you to read this again in verse six. It says, "The word," because begin, Jonah's not only looking backwards, Jonah's looking forwards. Jonah's this picture and these types and shadows of everything of who Christ will be because all scripture is inspired by the Holy Spirit and pointing to the work of the cross of Jesus. And listen this in verse six, it says, the word reached the king of Nineveh

  
 and he rose from the throne and he removed his robe and he covered himself with sackcloth and he sat in ash.

  
 If only a king would come down from his high place

  
 and humble himself and stand in the gap of other people

  
 and being fully God, choose to become common

  
 and stand in a place of submission and saying, God, if someone comes to this place,

  
 would you turn that thing that looks like judgment, would you turn that to repentance and forgiveness?

  
 And isn't that exactly what Jesus did? Isn't that what Paul says in Philippians, he said in verse like we just read,

  
 "Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to.

  
 Instead, he gave up his divine privilege, his divine kingly privilege and he took a humble position as a slave and was born a human when he appeared in human form and he humbled himself in obedience to God and he died a criminal's death on the cross."

  
 Jonah is not the hero of the story. The king who humbles himself before everyone

  
 and repents to God on behalf of the nation

  
 is the one who saves Nineveh. (Soft Music)

  
 First John chapter five, or verse one says this, "This is the message we've heard from him, being Jesus, and proclaim to you that God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie, we do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus, his son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to clean us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar and his word is not in us. My little children, I'm writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate for the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation or the mercy seat or the offering for our sins. And not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. And by this we knew that we may come to him. If we keep his commands, whoever says I know him but does not keep his commands is a liar and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word and him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him. Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way which he walked.

  
 What the Ninevites got to experience when they humbled themselves, they didn't even know what to do. They did whatever seemed right to them.

  
 And they fasted and they prayed and they turned and God saw that and he offered forgiveness. (Soft Music)

  
 Because they changed direction.

  
 They changed the path.

  
 And what that is called is experiencing grace.

  
 The path you were on, you deserve to walk on. The choices you made have gotten to this place. You deserve to come to the end of what that path leads to and the consequences and the Bible says that the wages of sin is death. The path that they were walking on leads to death and violence and destruction. And yet through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, this very simple message comes that says, if you just turn, you don't have to end up where you're walking.

  
 And instead you can receive this gracious gift.

  
 And this is to a people that were not in covenant with God. This is pre the cross. This is all the, this is just God's character. This is just who he is. (Soft Music) And yet you and I now as a result of our King of Kings, the one we get to sing about Jesus today,

  
 that there is no greater name. He chose to come down to earth to lay all things down so that he could make the ultimate sacrifice so that you and I could be forgiven. And so God's justice could be fully paid in the very person of Jesus Christ.

  
 And as a result of that, you and I do not need to live under the fear of sin and condemnation. And that does not mean that we just keep doing our own thing or trying to create our own Eden or trying to define what's good and bad. No, when I'm walking in this direction because God loves me so much, when I am walking towards death, he will tell you, you need to turn.

  
 Not because I'm gonna punish you at the other end, because you are walking towards death. How would I love my children if they're doing something that I know what's wrong and I didn't at least tell them, you're on a path that leads to destruction. Don't go there.

  
 They ultimately get to choose for themselves, but I would not be loving or kind if I said nothing.

  
 But God, who in infinite love and mercy and grace constantly comes to us and says, hey, you can do better.

  
 You can change this. You can live in this truth. When you accept Jesus, you get to live a new life and the forgiveness is fully there. And there's this invitation to allow yourself to be transformed to look like him. And so he will lead you, he'll guide you and he will bring words and says, hey, you need to change this in your life, not because you're gonna earn more love from me or not because it gets you a better mansion in heaven or not because all of a sudden you're gonna have more favor, but because I desire for you to live the good life. And the only one who can define the good life for you is God himself. And the only one who can define what's good and bad for you is God himself. That is the person. If you define it on your own, you will be like every other person who's come before you and you will lead to death, violence and destruction. And the consequences of your choices will lead you to that place. I can say, you know what? I'm forgiven, so I'm just gonna lie anytime I want. And I can lie to every person I see and I can just be a liar and I can say, it's okay, God forgives me. And that's absolutely true, but it doesn't mean that I will not have the reputation of a liar and deal with the consequences of a liar and live with broken relationships like a liar because that's what is going. And God is not saying, yeah, lie, go ahead.

  
 He loves me too much for that.

  
 And he says, that's even not even who you are because Christ lives inside of you. And Christ is not a liar.

  
 And God is not a liar.

  
 And so because of that, I get to walk in truth. Even when it seems hard, even when a lie would maybe be more convenient. (Soft Piano Music) But the great news is, even when I find myself at this place where I've walked down a path, where I've allowed myself to define what's good and bad, where I've decided my own idea is better than what God has for me. And all of a sudden I look around and I think, how did I get here? And God's Holy Spirit comes and says, hey, you are off course. My great, kind and loving shepherd came and he left everyone else to find me. And he said, you are off the wrong place.

  
 Let's turn over here.

  
 Let's turn over here.

  
 And if you're like me, you may turn and walk a little bit this way and then all of a sudden get distracted and start going right back down the same road you went down.

  
 And guess what? Because of Jesus' infinite mercy and kindness and grace, he will come and get you and be like, hey, remember when we said we weren't going that direction? Oh yeah, I forgot.

  
 And over time, you begin to walk more and more in step with what God has for you.

  
 You get to become more and more like him

  
 because our King came down and humbled himself.

  
 So I can't pay for my shortcomings, but he did.

  
 I can't humble myself enough for all my failures, but he did.

  
 And now, in this beautiful exchange through salvation and the grace of the cross,

  
 I get to live in a way in which I can say, God, make me into your image.

  
 Allow me to live like you lived.

  
 You know, it's wild, you know what the last words of the poem in chapter two are?

  
 That he says.

  
 The last words in English it says salvation belongs to the Lord, but the Lord there is Yeshua.

  
 Salvation belongs to Yeshua. Yeshua is the Hebrew name for Jesus. Salvation belongs to Jesus. Even in the middle of this poem,

  
 of borrowed words and questionable motives,

  
 truth, right?

  
 So today, there's all sorts of things that we can see in this story.

  
 Maybe you're the person who you're here and you're living and you're just trying to figure stuff out and you find yourself in this place and God's confronting you with change and all you find yourself doing is maybe saying the right things and maybe even confessing the right things. But the thing that's not happening is your heart is not being changed.

  
 God is not interested in your words changing. God's not interested even in your habits changing. God is interested in your heart changing.

  
 And he's here today with a moment to say,

  
 will you humble your heart and allow me to change it?

  
 Or maybe you're here

  
 and you say, I actually need this very whole thing of what we're talking about, I need salvation.

  
 I've been living my life defining what's good and evil in my own terms.

  
 And it has not led me down a path

  
 that looks like the good life.

  
 There's a chance to accept that today. (Soft Music) So I'm gonna pray.

  
 And I'm gonna first pray for people if today, you wanna make a decision and say, you know what? I think I wanna follow that king who's willing to humble himself.

  
 The Bible says it's as simple as confessing with your mouth and believing with your heart that he is Lord, that he is the salvation.

  
 And so we're gonna all bow our heads for just a second. We're all gonna say this prayer together. If you could just repeat after me, say, dear heavenly father, thank you for sending Jesus

  
 to die for me, to offer forgiveness for me,

  
 to take my place.

  
 Thank you that I have salvation through him.

  
 So in your holy name we pray.

  
 And real quick, with every head bowed, if you said that prayer today for the first time,

  
 or the first time in your heart that you committed those words,

  
 it doesn't mean that you have to understand everything. It doesn't mean that you all of a sudden have fixed everything. It doesn't mean that you no longer deal with the things you're dealing with. It just means that we're making a decision and today is a new day.

  
 If that's you, anywhere in the room, not so we can embarrass you, not so we can do anything else, but just so I can continue to pray for you this week and celebrate with you. Can you just raise your hand up real high? No one's looking around except for me. Just real high.

  
 Any of those hands that are up, they can go down.

  
 The beautiful thing is the Bible says that every time that someone makes a decision to accept salvation through Jesus, there's a celebration that God's heart is lit up because the ones who were far away are now brought home.

  
 And secondly, the second group, I wanna pray real quick. If you're here and maybe you've just been going through a season where God's been dealing with you or something

  
 and you are maybe saying the right things, you may be reading the right things, you may even have the right habit,

  
 but God just keeps saying, I'm not into that, I'm into your heart. You need a heart change today.

  
 You need a heart change.

  
 I'm gonna pray for you right now.

  
 I just want you to receive it.

  
 I'm not gonna ask you to stand, I'm not gonna ask you to raise your hand, I'm just gonna ask you, can you just receive this today

  
 and see God transforming your heart

  
 from the inside out with His love and mercy and grace. Father, we thank you.

  
 Whatever area of our life that needs a heart change,

  
 that needs you.

  
 Your word says that you will give us a new heart, that you will transform us from the inside out.

  
 So God, for those of us who are still holding on to our own ways, or our own definition of good or evil, or our own prejudices, or our own hurts, or our own unforgiveness, whatever it is, Lord, help us to just let go of it and give you our hearts. We don't wanna just say the right things, we don't even wanna do the right things, Lord, we want to give you our hearts and you will transform us from the inside out

  
 and that your word says you'll remember our sins no more.

  
 So help us live as people who are transformed.

  
 We love you, Father. It's in your holy name we pray, amen and amen. Church, can we give God one more praise this morning. Come on. (Congregation Applauding)

  
 He is good. Well, hey, we're gonna be wrapping up our series on Jonah. Next week, we're gonna look at the last chapter, chapter four. It ends with a bang, both literally and figuratively. It's gonna be great, but hey, I love you. If you're new here, first time here, Vivi and I would love to meet you in the green room over there to the left. Other than that, you're dismissed. Have a great rest of your Sunday. Soccer, knockout round, start today. Go USA, all right, bye.

  
