Go ahead and stand with me. I'm going to read a verse.
Proverbs chapter 20, verse 5 through 7, says this.
Father God, we give you the rest of the service. We thank you that you're our heavenly Father, Lord, and whether we have a great Father or no Father or a negative Father influence in our lives, you are the one who never leaves us or forsakes us, the one that we can all look to in this day and this time, the one who we emulate for those who you've called us to, and we thank you for that. It's in your holy name we pray. Amen.
Amen, amen. You may be seated. You may be seated.
We're going to continue talking about Jonah today, this Father's Day. But before we do that, we had bacon.
It was really good.
Bacon's really good. Anyone enjoy the bacon? Yeah, I mean, it's good.
But sometimes, I don't know, like, after I have bacon, sometimes I feel like I need a donut.
Anyone else feel like they need a donut this morning? Any dads feel like, you know what, I do need a donut. Yeah, you know what? What do you know, we happen to have donuts right now. Let's give donuts to the dads. Donuts for dads because it rhymes.
So you, of course, don't have it. If you want one, raise your hand. They're going to go through. Yeah, you better raise your hand.
Uh-huh, that's good.
Don't give any to the women. They try to steal our donuts every year.
No, sir. It's Father's Day. Okay?
So good.
All right, here's what I want to do. While they're finishing this up, I'm going to get into today's message because we had to wait 18 years to get them to rub that ramp.
No, I'm just kidding. That was awesome. That was awesome.
So we've been in a series on Jonah. We're in a bigger series called Not a Children's Story. And we've been looking at the story of Jonah and really diving into it and opening it with new eyes and reading through it.
Last week, you know, I was going to do it again this week. I was going to ask, like, "How many people have you read all four chapters of Jonah?" Because I asked you to. And I'm not going to do that because it hurt my heart how few people did it. So we're just going to pretend like you all did it. It makes me feel better.
But here's where we're at. We've kind of walked through the first chapter, and we've looked at this character of Jonah, and we've realized, like, this whole book is this, like, upside-down picture, this, like, inversion of what should happen.
The good guys are the bad guys. The bad guys are the good guys. Who should be repenting isn't. The people who probably shouldn't repent are. Like, there's so many things that are inverse in this idea.
And we see a person who says that his idea and his thoughts are better than God's ideas or God's thoughts. And he actually believes God is too kind and too merciful. And so he tries to escape. And there's this whole story. Like, Jonah is this wild story.
And I want to kind of take a look and just kind of walk through the story again, hitting some highlights, and then kind of tie it to something that you probably haven't tied it to before. Maybe some of you have, but here's the thing.
So here's the really broad picture, and you guys will remember this. So Jonah was sent to—the word of the Lord came to Jonah and was told to go to Nineveh, right, which is the capital of the Assyrian nation, and to basically tell them that their violence and their behavior has risen up to God.
It says, like, there has almost been like a sacrifice to God, and he finds it displeasing, and that they need to repent or they will perish, basically.
And so that word came to Jonah. But Jonah did not like this because these were not God's chosen people. These were the Assyrians. So they weren't Hebrews. They did not have a covenant with God. And in his mind, they were undeserving.
And they were undeserving for many reasons, but he did not like it. And so as opposed to being faithful to the message that God gave him, we've talked about this last week, he went to the port city of Joppa, went into the boat, and tried to run from God.
He was going to go to Tarshish, which is like the furthest possible, you know, place on the planet at the time. And he got caught up in the storm. And through the long discourse and through all the things and the sailors, they end up tossing him overboard, and the storm stops, and all those sailors end up worshiping God or Yahweh for the rest of their lives, and the story and the narrative that we're walking through.
And so then Jonah, at the end of chapter one, he is swallowed by the fish, the giant fish or the whale or whatever you have decided that you want it to be. But he is swallowed.
And it says that for three days and three nights, he's in the belly of the fish. And then he prays and asks God for forgiveness and salvation. And then it says that at the end of that prayer, the fish vomits Jonah onto the beach.
And he's then basically, chapter three, he's basically given like a redo. Like at this point, the thing that should have ended him, the ocean and the fish, is actually the capsule of grace and salvation that he gets to go through.
And now he's on this other side. It's almost like he has a new lease on life, like a second chance.
And so chapter three starts almost identical to how chapter one comes, which is like the word of the Lord comes to Jonah and basically gives him the same message. Go to Nineveh, tell them they need to repent.
So then in chapter three, he goes through and he gets to Nineveh, he travels there, he's actually obedient, and he shares the message.
Now, we don't know because he basically gives a really short four or five word message basically talking about repent or in 40 days you'll perish, right? Pretty lame.
Now, maybe we don't know, the text doesn't tell us. Maybe that's exactly what God tells him to say and said, "Say this no more, no less, this is all you're supposed to say."
That could have been the case. Or maybe he was just trying to do the bare minimum to be obedient.
And he would never try to do the bare minimum to actually, like, you know, meet the standard, you know what I'm saying? Like whatever the lowest thing is, like that's what I'm going to do. Like I'm going to do it with the wrong heart, but I will somehow comply.
That was me and basically dress code for every year that I ever went to a private school. That was like, "What is the—I'm going to comply with this dress code, but I'm going to do it with a grudging heart and in some way to try to make it look the best way possible because I don't know. That was just—the Lord saves, right?"
But like you just try—barely you try to do it, but like not with a good idea.
So I don't know which one—it doesn't tell us.
But he gives this message and what's wild is everyone begins to repent. The people repent, the king repent, they get into sackcloth and ashes, they fast, they do all this kind of stuff and they repent.
And chapter four starts with something just incredible. It basically starts with Jonah saying—and like the people are repenting, which typically if you're a preacher and people respond to your message, that's a good thing. Like you feel good when people respond.
He was angry.
And we've talked about this a couple of times. He was angry and he tells God, "See, I told you this is exactly what was going to happen. I was going to give the message. They were going to repent and because you're too kind and you're too faithful and you're a steadfast love and you're a character that's just so forgiving, you're going to forgive them and they don't deserve it.
And it makes me angry and I wish you would just kill me."
Which feels a little dramatic, but Jonah's a little dramatic kind of a character.
So then we get the weird story, which we're going to go into this more later, not today. But, you know, he has the whole thing where he goes up to the mountaintop and he wants to watch to see if like God's going to spare them or not because he knows they're asking for—he's kind of still hoping like maybe God will punish them.
And it says that he gets hot and then he builds a shelter and then God causes a plant to grow. This whole weird—he falls in love with this plant. It's really weird.
And then all of a sudden the worm comes and eats the plant.
And then again, a second time, just in a few short verses, he's like, "Oh, I wish I would die again."
And God's like, "Are you really so angry? You have the right to be angry over something that you don't do?"
He's like, "Yeah, I do. And I wish I was dead."
Just real serious. Right?
And then God says like, "Don't you think that I should care about these 120 souls who don't know that it says they don't know their left from the right basically? They don't know anything about God. Don't you think I should care about them? 120,000 people?"
And then if you've read chapter four, like all of you have, because all of you have read Jonah, like I asked you to, it just ends.
The story just ends.
Like it doesn't have any like conclusion. There's no like, "And the moral of the story is..." and there's no nothing. It just ends and then starts another book.
What's going on?
You're just sitting there with like this question that God answers or asks that there's no answer to.
And it's like we just saw this whole thing of this prophet who was this inverted picture of everything that we know that is good.
He was not representing God to the people who was running from God.
And it was like in spite of himself, the people kept getting saved.
And as hard as he tried not to, the people get him saved.
And the people who were undeserving, he didn't want to bring that message. And yet they got the message anyways.
Like God moving everything to make sure that this opportunity of repentance happens.
And Him trying to change Jonah's heart, and it just never happening.
And him just choosing at the end to just be bitter and angry.
And we'll talk a little bit more about something in the chapter, but there's something that's pretty interesting.
Because on Father's Day, I want to talk about something specific.
And I'll have to go pretty fast here.
But for me, the greatest thing that my heavenly Father, the business that my heavenly Father is into, He's into the redemption story.
God is a God of redemption.
He is a God of changing the story.
And He sent Jesus, His Son, to do the work so that we could be redeemed, so our story could be changed.
And I'm personally thankful because I know where my story was going.
And then Jesus transformed my life.
And now the course that I'm on different is 100% because of a heavenly Father who redeemed me from my own shortcomings, from my own biases, from my own sin, and my own failure, that He is in the business of redeeming people.
Like that is what He does.
Which is why no matter how far away you get, no matter how flawed you are, if you have children who are turning away from the faith or whatever the scenario would be, or you're praying for someone to come to Jesus and they just haven't made that decision yet, it is not too late because God is in the business of redeeming and they're never too far, and never too far removed, and never too distant for Him to be able to do something incredible.
And that's God's goodness. That's God's goodness.
Now, here's something interesting. So we have the story of Jonah. And man, there's so many, you'll be talking about hyperleasing connections. And we may talk about a few of them next week, but there's one specifically moving forward.
Because I've mentioned this, in the beginning, or in the New Testament, Jonah's mentioned a couple times, which is interesting.
So Jesus mentions Jonah. We've talked about this, where He says, you know, like, "You asked for a sign, I'm not going to give you a sign except for the sign of Jonah. For three days and three nights, he was in the belly of the beast. And just like this, the Son of Man will go to the belly of the beast and will rise again."
So He kind of forecasts, He types and shadows His cross and His resurrection and everything that goes on with that.
He mentions Jonah, which is a weird choice when you study the book of Jonah, because you're like, "This guy's not a great guy."
But here we are.
But there's another couple of instances in which the word Jonah is mentioned.
And the first is this, and these kind of come together, Matthew chapter 16.
Okay, I'm going to read a couple of this.
So this is after Jesus had asked the question, who do people say—He'd just done a bunch of miracles—and who do people say I am? Who am I?
And like, you know, there are people like, some say you're Elijah, some say you're Jeremiah, some say you're Moses, like different people, right?
And all of a sudden, He asks the second question, verse 15 of Matthew 16, He says, "He said to them, but who do you say I am?"
And then Simon Peter replied—I remember Peter, this guy always talking, you know, he talks before he thinks, most times he gets in trouble. But not today.
He says this:
"You are the Christ or the Messiah."
God's anointed, the Son of the living God.
That's a big statement.
And he says, "And Jesus answered him, blessed are you Simon"—there's another name for Peter—"Simon Bar-Jonah."
Now, Bar means son of.
"Simon Bar-Jonah, blessed are you Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
Now, if I'm just reading this, and I've read this passage, you know, dozens and hundreds of times, I get to this point and I see it and it's just like, "Oh, there's a little snippet. Wouldn't you know Peter's dad's name was Jonah, Simon, son of Jonah, and they just decided to put this in there and neat."
And I move on.
Now, you can do that, and it's not going to change your life. It's not going to change this.
This is a really powerful statement. You said Jesus is the Son of God. This is really important.
But nothing in the Bible is just like a throwaway. Whoops.
Or it doesn't matter.
He all of a sudden, yeah.
He said, "This was revealed to you by the Holy Spirit, Simon, son of Jonah."
Now, here's what's wild.
People argue if Peter's dad's name was even Jonah.
We don't know because there's actually some conflicting information.
But you say, "Okay, so here he goes."
And you say, "Well, that's interesting."
But it's not the only time.
Now, this next one you may miss because some of your translations actually use a different name, even though in the Greek it says this name.
So listen to this.
John chapter 21.
Now remember what's already happened.
Peter just said this: "You're the Messiah, the Son of God."
Now, we know Peter keeps saying these really big things like, "I'll follow you to the end. I'll never betray you. I love you."
And then the cross happens.
And then what does he do?
He betrays Jesus three times.
And the rooster crows, and he's devastated.
But then in John chapter 21, after Jesus has already risen from the grave, He goes and He gathers everyone.
He says to meet Him at the Sea of Galilee.
And he goes there.
And Peter was fishing.
And it says he sees Jesus.
And there's also this really weird thing.
It says he sees Jesus on the beach.
And it says that he was undressed because he had been working.
So he must have just had like, you know, his undies on.
I don't know what he was wearing.
He had something on.
And then it says he got dressed and then jumped in the water.
Have you ever swam with your clothes on?
There's nothing worse.
And this dude's got robes.
But that's what he did.
He got dressed.
And he jumped in the water.
And he swam to Jesus.
And Jesus has this conversation with Peter.
And for time's sake, we don't have time to read all of it.
But three times, three times He asked him, "Peter, do you love me?"
But He doesn't just say Peter.
And in verse 15, it says—and I'm reading from the New King James because they're one of the few who like retain the name—it says:
"He said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me more than these?"
Now remember, for those of you who've been here for the week, Jonah means dove.
Jonah's dad's name was Amittai, which means son of faithfulness. So like Jonah was supposed to be the dove, the peaceful, the son of faithfulness. The dove also represents God's spirit. He's supposed to be the one full with God's faithfulness and the spirit. But Jonah did the exact opposite of that.
And He said, "Peter, son of Jonah, do you love me?"
And he's like, "God, you know I love you."
And three times He does this.
And on the third time, it broke something in Peter because he realized He asked him three times because he denied Him three times.
And at this moment, He said, "Son of Jonah, son of Jonah, son of Jonah, do you love me?"
And three times he says, "Yes."
And you say, "Okay, so Peter's dad's name was Jonah, maybe."
What is that? What am I supposed to do with this?
He said, "Son of Jonah, son of the dove."
He doesn't know what's going on.
Now is when we have to allow our Bible nerdiness to really hurt. We need to really focus in. And I know some of you are already making the connections because the Holy Spirit's alive inside of you.
So at this point, he's forgiven, he's here.
Jesus told him, "I'm going to build my church on you."
And in fact, in that same passage, He actually tells Peter how he's going to do it.
Right now, you walk and you're strong, but one day you'll be led by your hand, by people who take you where you don't want to go, forecasting how he's going to die a martyr's death.
But fast forward because John's not the end.
The book of Acts starts off, and we have the day of Pentecost where the disciples were gathered together, and the Holy Spirit falls on them.
And it says that tongues like fire rest on them, and they begin to speak.
And all of a sudden, the Holy Spirit, in the form which took the form of the dove when it landed on Jesus, and Peter's life is transformed from this moment, because now the same Spirit that made him utter, "You are the Messiah, the Son of God," when no one else was saying it out loud, that same Spirit now has fallen on Peter, but not in a temporary way like before the day of Pentecost, but in a permanent way in which His tabernacle into his heart.
And he goes out and he begins to preach a message in which 3,000 people are saved on that first day of Pentecost.
And Peter begins to start the movement of the church that we're in today.
And he is the leader of the church.
Most of the reason, because he was one of the twelve, one of the ones who spent time with Jesus.
But not just one of the twelve, one of the three, the closest who were in His inner circle, the ones who saw Him on that mount of transfiguration when He was transformed before their eyes.
And they were there, and God spoke audibly again.
And he's there, and he's preaching, and he's going around, and the church movement is new.
And they don't know what's going on, but all they know is that God and the Messiah have come.
So they begin to speak to the people that they believe should be anticipating the coming of the Messiah, which are the Jews.
And some of the Jews hear, and they believe, and they get saved.
But many of the Jews are against them, and they begin to be persecuted and arrested and thrown in different places.
And so they keep spreading the message, and they keep spreading the message.
And this is what the book of Acts is all about.
And then listen to this. Listen to this.
Acts chapter 10.
This is right after Acts chapter 9, where Saul has his conversion with Paul.
Paul is blind. Actually, I've written.
Listen to this. I'm going to read it, because you won't believe me.
It says,
"At Caesarea, there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion."
Okay? So he was not a Jewish, more than likely Roman.
"A centurion of what was known as an Italian cohort, a devout man who feared God, Israel's God, with all of his household, says he gave alms generously, he gave money to the poor generously to the people, and he prayed continually to God.
And about the ninth hour of the day, he saw clearly a vision of the angel of God, and he came to him and said, 'Cornelius.'
And he stared at him in terror and said, 'What is it, Lord?'
And he said to him, 'Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God.'"
I want you to remember that.
And now, listen to this:
"Send men to Joppa and bring one Simon, who is called Peter. He is lodging with one named Simon a tanner, and whose house is by the sea."
Now, wait just a second.
"Send your people to Joppa."
What port city did Jonah run to whenever he was going to run away from God?
Joppa.
Where did he go down into to get away from God?
Joppa.
Where does Peter, son of Jonah, happen to find himself at in this moment?
Joppa.
A place of decision.
Now, you may say that's just coincidence. It's just where he happened to be.
But if you go down just a couple of verses, I'm going to have to paraphrase this.
Peter is in Joppa, staying with Simon the tanner. He's praying.
And it says that it was the sixth hour, so it's probably about noon time, and he was praying, and as he was praying, he got hungry, and so he asked people to make him food.
But as he was waiting for the food to be prepared, it says that he had an open vision.
And while he was praying, a blanket or a cloth or a tablecloth comes down from heaven and descends, and it's full with all sorts of different animals.
And there are all sorts of different ones, but the only thing they have in common is that all of them are not kosher, meaning none of them are ritually clean for a Jewish person to eat and to follow the commandments.
So none of them are kosher, and so he's not supposed to eat any of them or touch any of them. They're all associated with death.
And as he's sitting there, it says the angel spoke to him and said, "Peter, pick up and eat this."
And he said, "No, Lord, I can't. I've never broken the Torah. I've never eaten unclean things. These would defile me."
And God says, "Do not call unclean what I have called clean. Pick up and kill it and eat it. Take, eat, or take, kill, and eat."
And he says it, and three times he has the vision, and then eventually Peter takes it and the vision, he participates, and then everything goes away.
And it says, "He's standing there perplexed, thinking, what in the world was that all about?"
And it says at that very moment, "At the gate were the men that were sent from Cornelius asking, is Peter here outside at the gate, the gate of decision? The door is always the place of decision."
They're there.
He says, "And God speaks to him while he's waiting."
And He says, "Go down to these men and do whatever they ask you to do and follow them."
And now all of a sudden, the son of Jonah, the one who's supposed to be the dove, is faced with something.
He comes down and he sees these Gentiles.
And they say, "We're supposed to come and get you and bring you to our master's home."
Gentile.
Now you and I are like, "What's the big deal?
What's the big deal?"
It's not a big deal because we live in light of what the church through the blood of Jesus has done in our world.
That people can go and you can hang out with someone who's black or Hispanic or from another country and it's like not a big deal.
But it used to be a real big deal.
And for the Jews it was a real big deal because it was against the law to go into the home of a non-Jewish person.
And all of a sudden, this person at the command of God said, "Go to this other place."
And he's faced with this thing.
"God, you're telling me to go to these unbelievers' house. They are not in your covenant. They are not worthy.
And yet you've given me a message and you just gave me a vision where you said, 'Do not call unworthy what I've called worthy.'"
And he's faced with a choice.
"Do I run like the last Jonah who was at Joppa because I don't think they're deserving?
Or do I follow what God just invited me to do?"
And then he goes and he goes to Cornelius and he says, "Why am I here?"
And Cornelius tells him what's going on.
And he says, "Okay, this is crazy. Like I had a whole vision about all this and I've never been in this thing."
And he says that in verse 28,
"You yourselves know it's unlawful for a Jew to associate or visit anyone from another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean.
And so when I was sent for, I came without objection and I asked why you sent for me."
And then he said this.
He goes through and he begins to preach.
He said, "We want to know what you teach us to do. Teach us."
And he could have done what Jonah did and given some cryptic message.
Guess what?
He heard plenty of cryptic messages from a guy named Jesus.
He could have given a real cryptic message, but he didn't.
He started from the beginning.
He started from the prophets and he went into John the Baptist and then he went into the work of Jesus and he went into the resurrection and he began to say,
And it said that as he was speaking, the Holy Spirit fell and they began to speak in tongues, all these people right here.
And he was shocked because you have to remember at this point, he thought that a covenant with God in which the Holy Spirit could come only could come to the Jewish people.
But even though Jesus had said, "I have sheep you don't know about," prepare for them.
He was shocked, but God was giving him the proof that you were faithful to the message to the people who were unworthy. I called worthy and I sent you to participate in my plan to bring grace and mercy to the nations. That through the seed of Abraham, all men and all nations will be blessed.
And he shows up and he says in verse 34, "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation, anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him."
In verse 43 it says, "To him and all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
And when that Holy Spirit fell, he said, "Why can't we baptize these people?"
And the other Jews that were with him were like, "Oh, what's going on?"
He says, "We're going to baptize them."
And you think, "Oh man, this is great."
But guess what? Acts 11 says everyone heard about it.
And he goes home and the Jewish people, especially the ones who were really strict to the law, said, "What were you doing? You broke the law. They're not circumcised. They're not part of the people."
And he said, "Listen, I'm just telling you what happened."
He shared the whole vision that this is what God said, and you know what?
Do you know why he could say it?
Because he's Peter, the one who had walked with Jesus.
Everyone else had just heard about him.
Everyone else believed about him.
Everyone else had seen stories that heard him from a distance.
But Peter's like, "You don't understand. I was with the guy, and I missed it for three years, but I'm telling you, this is what he told me."
Listen to this.
He said, "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as on us at the beginning.
And I remembered, Peter remembered, the Word of the Lord, how he said, John baptizes with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.
And if God gave them the same gift as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?"
When they heard these things, they fell silent, and they glorified God, saying,
"Then to the Gentiles, also God has granted repentance that leads to life."
Church, I don't know if you know this, but that's really good news for you and me.
Because maybe a few of you, I don't know, maybe a few of you have Jewish descent, maybe some of you are your ancestry is more robust than the one I showed you guys a couple weeks ago.
But it's really good news for me.
Because now, not through my bloodline, not through my history, not through my past, but through Jesus,
I can be redeemed and forgiven and restored.
And all of a sudden, Jonah was asked to go to a people group
that weren't deserving to find forgiveness, and he ran as hard as he could.
But Peter was sent to a people group who were undeserving, and he obeyed, and God poured out his Spirit.
And now, because of that, the very next chapter was whenever Paul begins to testify.
And a few chapters later, Paul says, "And now I am the disciple to the Gentiles, and I only go to the Gentiles."
But Paul wouldn't have been able to do it if Peter hadn't been the one who said,
"I know what Jesus says about it because I was there.
I was there when he said, 'I'm the Good Shepherd.'
And I have sheep in another pen that will one day be reunited with these sheep.
I understand.
I was there when he said, 'You'll be baptized.'
I understood that all of a sudden he went to that Syrophoenician woman and that woman at the well, and that Jesus never seemed to distinguish whether they were Jew or Gentile, but only if they believed.
Now I understand.
I did it before because before I was the son of my own making, but now I'm the son of the dove, the Holy Spirit, who was leading me to the faithfulness that Jesus Christ has created inside of me.
That is the result of what being in the Word and being in the power by the very work of Jesus Christ in your life is.
A redemption story."
A redemption story.
Jonah blew it.
Peter didn't blow it.
The son of Jonah made it, and he made it work.
And on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.
And now you and I get to sit here as people of a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-gender, multi-different thing of a place where we can come and worship together as one church.
Because he was faithful to stand and to do the Word that God gave him.
And this is my last thing to say because I'm out of time.
If you're a father in the room, any of those categories I mentioned, or even one that I forgot,
your Heavenly Father is in the redeeming business, but he is calling you as a man to partner with him in the redemption and the pointing to people to Christ.
Your responsibility as a father is not something light, is not something that you can let go of, is not something that has not weight. It is literally the very heart of God.
So if you have children, it matters how you raise those children.
It matters what you display to those children.
It matters that they see you not being perfect, but going to the foot of the cross and saying, "God, I want to be more like you."
I don't care what your background was or what your family was.
No one was more screwed up and worse than Jonah and what he did.
And yet the son of Jonah was able to come and create redemption that comes through.
You do not get dictated by what your father chose or your grandfather chose, whether they were good choices or bad choices.
We all get united into a new family and we get to make a choice for ourselves that we can be like Joshua and say,
"As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord and I will display to my children, not that I'm always right, but that I'm always walking in the rightness that God has for me. And when I fail, I will repent and I will say sorry and I will move on."
And through rupture and repair, your family will be stronger.
Your children will love you more.
You will be more accessible when they fail because you're not trying to display perfection.
Instead, you are trying to display someone who is trying to live in the path that God has for you.
It makes sense.
And so if you have kids, it matters how you live.
Don't think, "Well, I'm tired and I'm this and I'm that."
It's hard work.
It's a high calling and yet you are called and equipped for such a time as this.
And if your kids are already gone, let me have you new news for you.
You need to find some new ones because we got too many orphans running around.
We have too many orphans running around and I'm not talking about physically adopting.
I'm telling you, you as a father should be looking around saying,
"Who can I pour my love out on someone who currently doesn't have that father?"
Because God is pouring it out on you every day.
That is my job.
That is my purpose.
Who can I walk through and do that today?
Fathers are in high, high demand.
And the orphan rate is far larger than the statistics will tell you because there's too many fathers who are around who are physically there and mentally absent.
And we are a church who does not run away from the calling.
We are a church who runs to the calling and partners with the work of Christ in our lives.
And we are full of men who choose to say,
"You know what? I'm not perfect. I still have things I need to take to the cross, but Jesus is transforming me every day and I will pass that on to my children and my children will go further than I will.
And at the end of the day, they will get to make their own choices and they will be faced with their own door of decision just like you were.
And you know what?
I hope and I hope that they'll make the right decision.
I hope all my kids will make the right decision, but it is their choice.
And whether they do or don't will not change how I live.
Because I'm pointing them to Christ as best as I can.
And boy, that's really flawed and really broken and really short at times.
But God's inviting me.
My eyes are open.
Who else, Lord?
Who else?
Who else?
Here am I, Lord.
Send me.
Send me to places where I can be a father to the fatherless, send me where I can speak your love.
Send me with the message of grace and forgiveness.
I'm here, Lord.
And whether it's my kids or someone else's kids, your love knows no bounds.
And we're all part of your family.
Hey, stand with me today.
I hope you have an amazing rest of your Father's Day.
I hope you have naps.
I hope you have desserts.
I hope you have your favorite food.
I hope your favorite soccer team wins today.
And if you don't have a favorite soccer team, it's okay.
Just pick one.
It doesn't matter.
But most of all, I hope that you know that being a father is not about being absent or just providing money or I'll protect them if someone breaks into my house.
Those are all great things.
It's about being present to the very will that God has for you and being alert that when the Holy Spirit speaks, you speak.
And it's transformative.
And I love sharing this message here in this church because some of the best dads that I know are in this room.
Some of the best men I know are in this room.
And it's transformative to see the work of the Holy Spirit and the faithfulness that God brings.
Let's pray.
Father, we thank you for today.
I thank you for the fathers in our lives, for the physical fathers, for the spiritual fathers, for those who are pointing us to Christ.
Lord, bless them.
Bless our day.
Lord, thank you that Peter made the choice to run towards the calling and to agree with your word so that we can gather today.
Thank you for your heart to always draw all men and all women to your heart.
We thank you for that.
So in your holy name we pray.
Amen and amen.
Church, we love you.
You're dismissed.
There may be extra bacon and donuts back there, so I guess you guys can go polish that off.
Have a great rest of your Sunday.

